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THE MllO .US UAN 

tbia is a eophi9 icated clr1 aorios about white- ollar «lri e if! bi1 

buainea • lte centrd cbuructor is a youna uccouu~mt with n growing 

eJ)Utution for b · illinnt fit1ancial dntectlvo wot·k. In each Htory a 

proble is solved by intelligenco rathor thnn vio enf!e : thero iH Uttlo 

or no rc)nath utuft . The o.ecountuut hua a gid , u ibernted lady jountdittt , 

who ia · n olvcd in most ot the ~toriett . Thoy luwc! an nff •tiotmt.t~ , 

w aecr ·king r lat · onshit• • 

uccounttt ia HlCllA.IW LIDDI~L. 

11ent to a ~:~inor public ochoo th n tb 

Tho only child o n aoli itor, h 

um be oro studying ;co mtruJ 1 · 

Now f 11 '~ ulifict<l anrl ·n b early h t.iea . h . 1H dth the old-ostabliah•d 

Una of Aldias nud llnrri on (but u,t f long) . 

Super icially ho ia n athur r BJl ctabl , uonacrvt,tiv young n in a 

dftrk ~tuit and short haircut. Ho i& well •J•ok n , gooti-lookinp; in a clean-cut 

sor of wny, nnd rut!poctful to his older&: the k · nd ut c:hap cv••ey ue wants 

their dnurhtor to t~~nr nut hb h art ian • t in this nccountunt a i 1•. 

lfb n h gota lu n fro "ork he playa Tb St,·'m&•lere on h a h · - fi and h••• 

around in jeans ttnd bare feet reading 'l'olldcn and ltD Lniu • 

Ue i ftl!lhi tioua, f!ynicnl bout business n , ttnd intolloctually vo y 

t•ugh . Ht n he ' s b hind a de k h cnn sc.u poRitivoly in n , u noaput.er 

whic:h dinc~sta nu bHre and prints out couclus ona , like 'e o nut. H t 

when he is off cluty , aHunlly wlum he h with tho "irl , lfU aeo h1a beina 

co JHi&t~ionate , fo8_,lieh or fritchtonod . 

tle lives with DBNISE .. NUTSY" ~ll!TTllLJ. , i.d twont o • Sha is bright , 

li tern to anti excttpticmully bcnutifu : ~tho aiut t havo httem • op ode but 

for a prouou11c ti t 1• • She h high y lib rnted i11 au attrnctiv l w~y 

brul a und aelf-Huff ci nt rnthor theta sht·ill anct diou • Sho 8 

joum liat on a weekly newepap r , r o inally n trninc.o but u tunlly 1loinc 



the ,iob of ·o on ' a l~di to , 

n onu. n -.apup r • 

ong o&. r hin~a . She baa •evoral c ntuota on 

ay •h .tber Ui h rd and Hn 

th ir r latiota hiJ) i · n o ·1 y 8\H:C .s u 

rriud . Snnct f ed o not, 

c!e n •nrr · ng • Th !Y ar equal 

pft.r;uor uch ~i inu the Gth~ etronl\tb , u foe on atnd joy . Ho e cr 

heir de J> love ia overlni h a continuous hu 1 of wi , a huc:or us 

tho bnrbcd .iok • fyp!oally , 

ab wHl be 11 • uthin~ about h a ftJll 

"llitr~: "ght" at be u fi o - tmd he 

})ttl" \utnl i ty - rcndy nt ho .u und 

·u d tln~n her rndic!al f ra'nh• by 

acl ng aloud froa bur ech 

all aor ·• o1 thiugtt fro 

to lH U!I l n en • a fj . '! 

11 1 l'n f • n y clnah liko hie ov r. 

who her th llec.tl a aro better th n Uuotbovan 

ltut ttu: dhpu II UOVC a d 

Nutoy ia 11\l .h oro 11 conoe ad" than IU.chard . Hie ob ea ion ia with 

hono~ty ar!d egtl · ty ; tu~r• wi h .iu tic e and i'flir play. S Ettia 11 ehe h 

hi a ionco , for ing h to tuke ucc t f o &J) ri t ua w 11 a.- the 

1 t er of tho law . 

lie i no crustttler. . It ' s JttH thut he ' e poaacaued ot old-f ahicmed 

kin l of int g1• that " 11 not 1 t h · turn a blind uye . Nutay .!!t a 

cruender , but her invoat.il(ativo mt inc a ure t tr tod nt \forlt by an 

inoorr ·bly ae t•t d"tor . She ha nccoaa to u wider runio of infonD tion 

nn IUchnrd . anc! she awi tly b Co11ea atumtial to hi • 

m;n. U.Il.EY b occudonnlly 8 oluctnnt pll tner in their 

iuvostigu ions . A likeuble hi~tot in h'a ftiua , Uiley hatea 11tudcmta, 

libor.nl on tbf! grounds tlult hie eWJ•loy•r , tho 1)1lblbher, h JewiMh . lib 

journal a tic prhtciplna mat"ginally overrido hie JlOli tic:s; 110 thnt , wbilo 

ho would not n~trc•e to an inveetinution into locnl g6vorn tlnt cc rruption, 

no erth loa it pro11onted witb tho ovidencu h~ would publish co what 8A)' o 

hben the rha opone Jlicbard ia still worlting or Aldias & tlarriaon . 

Attditing the books of * a a 11 ooapnny he uncovers a fraud which extends 
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to h top o ngl orn • his pu n be i f r d. ll 

o H up on h B own OR a 'nun in n ul tun 1 • -t tiH • .r a te ia hi e by 

u ar ty of lient tr ~ko in big bu in •• · 

ha ':YO k a! K i cbt d nod ut y into 

iln1 ts , ltsh"on hou .a , proatig a J~nd o£ficoa , duaty City vnultM , 

, clocks und nigbtc l!bs . I a Ill. an .u 'uclwl rl1struntlod 

a hold a , inau·au. 0 ' I) , 'W p ny tlir"cto·!l 

pnl i t i c· an• and J)Op lJtar • tu 'nvol ah1 • dm1la , confidtmoe 

tri. olt 'lone ion - huR ng or rQn d }·i , n·:-ua nl s aud e ·ut·y k rtd of 

coo d bookR. 

Sorie ill tH woulc! b ~-

( ) ltichnrd und ~utay f ut. " ~ lnrg roo of a Victor llD boua 

in C. ntrn! TJ ndon . IJoora to ht l, kit hen unci b:1 hroo • fled in ono 

co »e • Hug , floor cu hiona . poato a , plan • - ~ ith floor-standing 

portnhle TV on shalf lots of hoolta mul r cords . Trondy but. 

liv d- n . 

( ) Jlichurd ' oftio (fr r. ieode n r on) . t·y sobc!r nrutrrnapectable , 

dnrk w e I md ath 1 voa of ria fin nne lnl to. tut, shor.ry in u cupbourd, hunting 

prb•ta . RldC!rly aocretary in nntero • City loc:ntion . 

(iii) N atay'a office in the hOW8JlftJUt build na . Inuor Loncloa ' •• , 

Groenwi h . Stcwl dc1ak tilina oabinetR , thro. telephotl't& , typcnrri ter and 

tho pnporbnck e,Ji ti on of The 

for cruh- ppl chutney. 

1• Ru11uoh lottt bcmoath a pile of rocipea 
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Ald i.Ba !Iarrison • s bigg at clion 1a English llotal , u large corportttion 

wi h n a b id · urius . 'l'htly hn.vo dcoidod to aell oH one of thoan 

ubaid aries , ~~ llngiuo wh ch •nl'e tbeor- a1fi t ela o for rmshina 

ch · n s , d1Kh1ftud!ors ut • The buye 11 hav n ked for an up- to-dnte set 

o nud i ted uccmmts . 

() d II.LDI~>..'i giveit llichnrd lto job, i pressing upon hiu tho nt~od lor ape d 

and officie ·y , hin in . tlldt 2w houltl a~ut wunt thsn on wuuaco~ts"ry 

que · a and double•iec a . 

l'lving at 1!. t:l ' h 1f talij bead of tic I · churd is honourod by n 111ceting 

· th the Ghni · n , HUt tACt~ PJ..AY.f'' lit. 1)1 · tfnir is hdrming, tligtti!' · od and 

reap ctub , and urg a otm d to call h ·a it It need. anything o all . 

1\' hl\rd find. that Nllli baa increaao.:l itA prof t aX in he }nAt t.e 

ntha , da pito u ce .ftion in con c!urnb s . However , the nttr 

pro! i 11a b n cmmt~ul r by n RJlJlltrentl tthrad purch ac of co Jtonanta 

Pro hion , u fil'll aiai ar to N J~ . Jli aard nsks to oo h 

invoi .e . It b pro i ed to orr " · Ok y , bo ttnyu , I ' 11 finish tho audit 

to ur- ' ; nnd he~ '0-'Y homo . 

Plnytdr plain& to hi buyer that the audi to is an oxcoasively 

nealou young n 1fho ia taking a 1 ttle longur tla n oxp utod to coaplete 

the " rk . nenonth Playfni 'a ltUl"fnco aRl• iH a bint ot JUmic . 

a ~ty toll a lti.chllrd thnt l)l.uyfair iat u c~rc,ok . N\ E H tnctory is 1n her 

circulf'tion ar u,, and Hix month half w work!o1 co 1fftH laic! off . 

fboro were runoura tbut Plnyfui r 1fnu strippin the co pnny' a nnliota 1•rior 

to ttolling up, nn•l NuttSy tricul unaucooadully to intorvielf hi • So what •a 

cronkod? Tho o c 11 ~ abo aay ; thu t • a all you ovP.r gc t "i tb thotto ;teopl o -

the ayato protects th 

out. 

• t4ot o, uys Richard : it ho ' H n croo , I'll find 

Riohard gets the proahed invoice noxt d"y , hut it•a no help: "T 

components aa epecified. •• tichard aaka for the epecificntion. At thia point 
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J>Oople atart to get ratt • ,•luytnir nlka to Aldha : "tt • n oe to •• 

youngsters baing keen , ftnd so on , bu loo h •ro . zou know the ·111))0 ·tan. 

of t i deal ... I your ir cun ' t give us tbtt nccountintt; 11erv coa w 

r ttuir in n ottpuctnbl) abort ti , tt 11 I avo to look •l wltcJ , " and ao on . 

J ·clmrd is alton tiH apocif"cutiora . It urnt out. that Uyams UJlJ,U•d 

NliE with the l inisb d J>l·oduc t, wbi b NW~ s i•t,lY J>a.c ngod and .re-sold . Once 

again 1 ' • chut'cl j)OWtponoa sign· ng tho uccounta . 

Now Aldisa puts w bout on . c. hurd rn iuda b a thnt nn audi tnr baa 

a legal duty to nAUT e that the accounts give "a true .llud fair view of 

tb stute o tho Cocpany • f. r '' . Aldi a ruplies thatt • ccow1tiU\t 

who upset i JIOrtnnt ol · nta IIUat not XJ>OC 

i a hurry . 

0 b orr r d junior partnerships 

All tlao a e , 1 h rd nd i o to Nutay that he luum • t ground• o refuse 

to oig~• tho accounts . 

N Jl morning Nut - goes to Co-..pani s Uousa whil o IUchnrd calla on 

Uyau Precision . He geta no joy thnre: : it that· ' a n fiddle ,. thcty ' r in on 

it. IHaon he tunas up nt Englhh MotnlH vo one i8 ' ing. l'luyfuir nnd 

the buyer arc in t 1e llonrdrol)ll wni ting for thu ac:cmauta . 

r. chard is ubout to sign wh n !lut y !,hone tn any tbut tho princip 1 

alwreholcler in Hynu Prec"aion ia ••• Jlornc Plnyfuir. "I don't get it " 

abe a::.yo . "! could understand it 'llyawa aold n Nlfl!: at nn exorbitant pl'ice . 

Tbon l'luyfnir 'mulrl be lining his own pockc!tB . '' 

Ah , Hay& Hi<lhurd , 1mt Pbyfair is u ttubntnntial Rhnrebol dcr in t:ngliab 

Uutnl , too . 

lliclwrd tnkes the unsigned acc:ounta to tho bonrdrooc:a and explain& , in 

f ont of the buyer , why he will not sign tho • Plnyfnir orgnniKc~d the deal 

with llyn B to prop up N B's profits ntil the co~~apany could be uold . 

Playfair poJ"BotulllJ loooa money on the llywaa deal; but ltichnrd iR able to 

do onstrute thnt if ~ bad been sold ns a Jlrofit-t1nking concona, the 
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K n t o Engli h lfu iv n Play a i r a no p fit . 

Thn lnay r dropa out • 

• ·utsy : I old you Jl o !\i:t:' """ t • 

I · hard : \nd I olcl _ ou I ' 1 Ht ch b ·a. Tb 

Uu iU hurd ' s vtn'licntion s tthor ·v d , Eng i h uetol wi hdrnw all 

•, i "n;sa fro A r s Hurr n , u ~Ald. 11 t• 1 ;uchard tbnt hie 

t:rv' eK \fill no loug1 r be 'tuir d . So ch or tho at • 

--



J 

1 

Epl r)d Two: Pcunut Ulan 

lliuh rd aeta UJJ in buaineea ou bh own acoount and Nuttty gets hia hie 

first client . 'l'ONY ui.I.AXY ia a dnuor-guit<trht with u sm:ceasf~tl rock 

Rroup . Provioualy he wua with J)uunu\. lllauu:atmgo. a onn- hi - C~ndc:r . 

How ver. that orut hit WUB a Number Un , and Tony boa bttUil ;Jaicl only aoo. 

llo a!tke Uichard to ~Judit tho Cf) umy ' s aalea figure . Hichard a oo will 

be 101' of any ext a payaent he secures . 11 in all Tony is not the kind 

of upright . JJI"9Htigioua ulittnt llichard ia looking for; but bftggurs UIU'I t be 

chooa ra . 

Thttl r cord uo pnny b rollin,; in aoney. It l,rellidunt , JUSTIH J {real 

naae Sidnoy Perkins), ie a fln by f xy type urround d by uirb. He 

gi.oves IUcbard a chaapu e 1Wlcb and a non -too-aubtle hint that o.xpenaive 

wo nand ex1 naive drugs aro on band for "our friends" . 

ltichard fi 1ds hut Peanut lllnnc nge bav be n paid tor all their 

recorded sdea . nut tlutay eatnbliahea thtt the rocordod s lea aren ' t 

aufticiont torn hit. Then Richard •te.ka ttith tho unufocturgrat llnd finds 

thnt Ioo.ooo uopica wure preaaod . 

Justin J.t'unk oxplnina thut the record wua not a geuuintt hit: be bir d 

peopln to go uround tho ahopa us d l~y thu ohn t co ilura aut! huy copiea . 

So wbero uro tho ro ainb 95 1 000 diaca':' "In our wnruhouau ut (;u•borwell 

I 11 tak you the1·o to orro,. . " Hichnrd gooa thoro tcmiuht. null o~ttchea 

Funk i the net f aottinu firu to tho pla •o . Penuut lHullcnan n tcut paid 

nt la"t• 
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1fi th hi lO}t frua Pennu~ Blanc na• \licshard opc.r.e an offlc • He h hired 

y JJJ~ .. Jl F.LDUI ·~. a a 11 (£oO , OOO) aharebolder in Nation 1 l~rciacb 

Forwftrcl"ng . CldridBa h an intentt • rather IUUlic little chap . Ue }tU 

nll hits ouey into NVF , but the alaureo nr fallin« • He saya ttw 0011p ny 

a boing •iM~~nn ged umJ hu wantu o idenc to J>reanut ut 

uf l\ o Confidnnce otion. 

,. Milt in BUJ•port 

IU~h" d auotfl with con · · deJ• bl boa; :ty lr bo sumus;e on , wb know 

Kldrid e aa a notoriotut t•oubl or. 1-4ov ·th le s , tho r c.: nt dl"llP..I:.ti 

all in thn tthure pri•9 d ea &e a to huv huon causud by ~na nnt 

clu aine9at . Tho Ina mu 1 ac ounts prett'fn od n ex aweruted y bad picture , 

lD d c ulcl havo boon dr iled 'little or bettor e fu ~. Also , Nutoy finda 

out thut n ouple f hoetUe preHa po u tudly e nnatod f c 

eaka . 

Ui hurd cliac:ovcl·a thn a nll c n 1 cl County Iuvesto e ha beon 

buyi 1 r a lot of t,J?}t' ah a . A1 1 ita cllroct rs are women. 

Jli .hurd visits n u;j r ot N poab• a a anl a n or a rival 

il!ht buaine. a . :o y they , w ' va ,ius+ done a dnnl lfi h i'J~ . The 

8 dny }11 1~ forecuu~t A loa in ~he CO ing yenr , nfl hurea f ll aiDe 

llichurd .nd Nutay call on ao 

"Ui s ltohinaon?" 

of thn rlir.o •tora .. County Iuvttatora . 

"It ' a Ur S i th , actually - !&obinaon was d n nn e ••• , 
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An op!)Otti tion Ul' liiCUA.hL JXJ 'l..h"Y, 1uska lU.uh;ard to he k out a oolllpany 

n lli h he ha be n invitod to inveRt : UAJ)id x , a hinhly ou c nful 

xport ag .Icy . lowovar , he a II , I ahouldn ' li th I} mou x•v 

naked you to do this . 

· dex a e doir•g rntho:r f!ll exportinn auricul turn 11 

ov r the wo ld , grm•ing pupae , 1,oyia ~ ttood cliv denda . Hut l>unkley wanta 

to know whut • nJ·t o custo ~r hn e th y 10 '! .i th 1t y ' help Ui hard 

gets o e of the cu n ere heckud ou • du 1, iae : they ora all pnper 

ei ply hu) nr and llin aany of thoa actually ownod by 

p de and itH diroc or • 

nrtuiriaa ut Lloyd d pl uno call to vur · oua l~ur poan JIOrt H ruveal 

th t the tra tors r ro-sold several 

of d igna oa on bill of lndi , etc . 

and may und•~rgo anvor. 1 changes 

t tnrna out that ltapidex have uev r heurd of ichael Dunkl y and 

nu~od baa ked h" to i :vest in tb . • In act ho hll u't nny n y anyway . 

So ha ' • hie ta - indu11 rinl o J) emu ? 

N so , anys J>tmkl y . Loo ttt the tinul des na i.cmaouf thotte XJ)Orta : 

h y a 1 cmd up in Southern Africa . llapido>.: ia a aanct · outt-huatina operation. 

To prove my otivt!tt al'e puraly public pir I, I'll lo utay br ak the 

to • 

She d(>ctB . 

Them it turnH out tbnt omro of the d rectors of ltupictox ia u Go ftr ont 

fP . He ia ohl i&•od to resign . ltichard: e wero sed ••• 



A Unaerle fatctory burna down . The ou J)any h insured for lo11a of 

pr f1 • · Richurd is hired by bo immrancft OOIIJ)fllty to verity t 

0 

oatimate ande by tho Wanttging Dir ctor , tJJUCJ~ CAJlLF, o lo-.t proti a . 

IU.chnrd goua throul(h tho Mnag aent nee unts : yea , hey were aak na 

au xco ent i>rofi t . lie "ooa throul(h the ordor Loo 

Why? '.E'hia ia n hort-ordnr bu ineaa , anya Cnple . 

1 ·a almus e pty . 

A a owhnt eabarrne d !U hurd • rvuy th lBdi& un or 1enr ko 

and onu ' t find n o ngl uat 

l;y hi"h ln uly 1 it ... 

• at rong i th this t 

Uicbnrcl cull on Cnple o 

• C&J>le ' a l,rodu t . Uta pri o•t buv 

CjU<lity h a tlet riorntod . bat 

bus in ? 

evanin; and at intr clue d to olo o hie 

b oJcora. f0? 1Y Hit mm. tt& know o Sin er. nnd uya he 11 fl g ngat r . 

!l churd tells Cnpl h ea OJlOr.t will bo uo~tntivo: tbo factory 1fould not 

lutv de t y . Cupl Jl 'ac ioall we u·churd gets a so uh~ 

ell! ro Sing r who ar ho ig o 1ng ·0 the tlut . 

s r rriv lllld th at ns llicb rd . ~1tsy nn dot c iv erg 

Itt hen . Sing l" i . hurted with ox tor ion and Cap) e iB held 

on au pic ion of or on . 

--



An oil Bh ik IH LX, &8 a 1Ucbord to che out a property cc •any wit~ 

v·e._ to imruR ••nt . J i hard dot! a o . Th ct auyll r Hupe ticial y 

rt:apo table, lmt a tt tf th ir .i htcluba a.nd 11 H Enrl fhts aro a little 

duhiou • Riilhurd xvlBin this to li . 

Yo ' iUty Ali , but re they iuvo v d 
. n anytJ 'n i gnl? Nu y gets 

job l o. t. K in on of .ba clul , net diacovur thn tho coa1u•ny 

altt donl in - C(U t lo nlly. Sho pho .ocoJtiea ao o pni>er a J)roof . 

Ah , ~~~·· 1 • uen I will not do bus DOIUf 1fi th the • y • yon wi 11 , 

tty 1l cbu cl; in ta.t yuu'va alrendy s•laced nn orclur for un , nccordina 

tlif. e pnp !r • Th l' ,perty don lain • w11 a tlction - you jmet 1U1Ut d 

t 1111\k sur thuy hu,J tb1• •r\maJ to a ll ym • dl I hnvo one •oJ•e pieoe 

0 nfor tttion . or you : th gutaH ar okay but you won ' bo nblo to buy 

ft iti for the. - it .. no longer ado , 

nother .·tin icrl c 1~tt or . 

A w~ }( lnto th n denler i11 aurdcred hy a trndit onnl Arub aethod 

of killing . Ilit1hord ahudct ra nd thinks no talgicnlly of Altlisa 

llurr m ••• 
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