leuter to Ken Foil?
cc Al Zuckerman [
Feb, 5, 1979

Dear Ken?

Here are some thoughts ‘re’ TRIPLE.

I thoﬁght 't:;he Prologue tenc-led'-tolbe a bit sketch.y,brief, and th_érefc;re with

the rush of“characters not to do its Jjob quite of implanting the vardous maln
7 pl:"a.vers in the reader's mind, g’iﬁe him enoﬁgh to suata"tr; hinm untii we éome back t o
them for connectiens in 1967 onward, It xeorsesdy Of-curred that you might start. w:.th
Chapuer 1, wrich tm me is i:yolving ancl tends to hoo=c the reader mz:dn rather
_con31derably more than the Prologue, with people only adwwbratedo Here we're curious
and drawn in; in the Frolggue we can't reallv see muclﬂ beyond the facade 3 and
aren't really nourished esnemally by the tag line of r{assan gett‘vng it on some
with By Ashfordit's wife, In NEEDLE the begimming was not 0-11_;' highly drarng.tlc, it
' also began very effectively in terms of the drama and action to set the ¢ haracter
of the main character. Thatrs not?:hr;ug};se kere w:n.t.h Natlg for examole. ﬁﬂqux

If you mmwm start Hlth Chaptpr 1, you “could flash&aac:c to the
relevant parts of the material in the 13rologue as now a9 it~ becomes apnroprlate and
therewculd he. less pressure on the Prologue to do more than perhans itds able to

do for the reader. Ir you do keep the Prologue, ba o4 the connactions in Chapter 1

to it are peeded, I felt, soonerp mrhommemExpxwxTxRiyC

' The rest Wlll be more or 1ess in chder of occurrence as fread:
e L Did you have [illegible]. Yes
)‘d{ MeA T - L« i 7'% » Y‘é' J"‘L“’mwf (K [illegible] Towfik.
P2 T wasn't sure why the double-~agent killed "m;&s I gather because he
. was tod easily compromised? This seems a bit presumptious, doesn't it? Pls. clarify.
P.73: "Diamante" spectacles is British, I guess. Too mgjch for U.S, I“Vt'nis’ connection,

I might say generally that Eritish usages tend to find their way into the mouths of

Russians and even P.I..0. (Fedayeen)} people in rather incongruous fashion, The dialogue
of Cortone is also a bit strained tmx and needs work to come out sounding right. I canj\



The reason for = i

I suspect, relp. ' i B
Yo ramary
P.B1: T f1nd it a bit hard to lmdﬂrs-and y the asunption of even the poss:n.b:.lit.y tbhat

d + & -.'.rﬂ [ 4 LT
the Egrptians coulclﬁuild a borfb And, it's not too clear Just what. Egyptians hve Nkl Rt

built'. so far aﬁd\ 'I'his needs to be more Spec:l.fic, I suspect, to be sufficlently credihle.

P.83- Forgive me, but for an }.merican reader, "Stone the Crows, it's Yas:n.f Hassan“ is a

b:l.t too much, ' ~ S o ( MM
N /“ Q}M\ - ' ’ :
P 85‘ "hdttie"? Why is Nat "afraid of ansn-rers" except about\%hrord's w:l‘.fe, whorm we
gather he-«uanted but: never had? (And here, p.86 top, xnxxmﬂ:h: you could fla.shback and

| begin to fill in s ome of 19h6, as suggestadabm)., \

P 93: Heeds some reuorklng re Jews at t.op. Could be mismtsrpretﬂd? Ki@,\‘l Yef

P.99- I suggnrh that the 1.‘me after asterlsk re how Nat 1ost hig tai]&'e‘d.', is jusi;. a

-: blt punsy funsy, and t.his is an occasional lapse of thls ma.nusctrp‘l’-, I feolt, )ﬁfmy

:I.t's dlstinic'bly gratuituoua » I thought. The narratlve can speak for it.selﬂ/ Ta,br 2. v
P.101' I suggest you don t make Nat feel all Jla:."o el:sy. It. tends to dimimishy readar sugeqse.
P._th: Cpuld_ha.vg more of flashback here to 1947 as vou pick up Rost_'.ove ,Q/I Yes

| .'l‘P.lrlh-- One ﬁonder& why fhé printouts aren't “aeémt" classification, And. tie man's

; commg out Wi‘bh I “think you' re planning tosteal uranium is cons:.sten'hulth Nat' s mther -

afhén ooch p_approach -+ theapproac ‘?#a“fv Mo danrinbon
unaubltle m’lﬁnce an argument fo ing ? subtle, VI ﬁ.w{f e
' : No [illegible]
P lllp B-t:o:ztt:nr on socialism and commmism needs some reworking, I tnought. Reads a bJ.t

stuck ine - M e " M‘\“ doﬁtuse "truth”

“ P 122. Boloring books for a th:lgxx t.hug? I don' t get :|.t

p.12l: Why would Hassan think the qser who gave the ticket to Nat xki¥% would s £ill be
o there? . - ’ : \/

| P.128- Auam, th;lngs seem a bit too e _gg_x for Nat,

P.129: (1t occurs- Why doesn't Borg tell Nat his cover is blown--w}r:l.ch he sort of knows--
and pull him off the caseﬁ This really needs mqnix donvincing explanation.)

P.140: We'd lilte to know somer—-at least now==why Nat is here at Ashﬁﬁrd's; vwhat info
he needs to get, T : . - - Ao o



P.1h1: We =till wonder why Borg hasn't told Wat his cover is blown, why he neéds to
Borg .
find out for hlmself (because/im feels he can't rlsur field contact?),

P.151: ‘When does this dream of Suz_a's begin for her? Why would it be of Nat
except after he comes to see them? . 7 {Q\{ ‘(\ w Ivast  fixitintime
P.15ks Why would Rostov ask if Nat knew Ashford? He was there befere when Nat was,

P.155: Business at t“?P seems rather 'cut-_and—drieﬂ, one,tHo, three s ort .of. ><

’

| P.160: Suza 1oves lﬁat" aeems nrettv suddeh.,
2165¢
P. 16h[ The sex business Wor Nat, It rmu:t be mnc, I felt, adjusted sope, so that

vy LTOM
rellv:mg it honestly in nenmory thet releases him ﬁr its bordage, but, I s trongly

. He's released by it. S g ; Z 0d
) suggest vou den't have him turned on by it. Hﬁ’5 hincannttuind] 65’ "t@
Iy nde o e ,:,\L.a Wyt howt S~ nottheonlywayhecanhavesex ' ﬁa‘wﬂ
PIF)T Rostov saying "bloogty Russians" is at once Br1t1°1’band whatts he?anway S0

to criticize Russians
"patcht ]"im throucrh to me, etc. Also, I suggest you ellm:mnte the "snlts" and "fucks "

Hhich seems a bit rmahﬁmx n‘eedlees.:m Aty

Nat isn't turned on by the oerverse. It. s Suza wh()/nakes him have the catharsis of ?

| sh1t in [1lleg1ble] . :
?.17h: Would Borg, the head of Assad, be recoggized by a lower-&evel‘Russm,n tall" It

doesn't seem likely on the surface > wnless you explain. \‘1@1 Yes

D 175- 111 feel-you need to explain why Borg couldn't contnct Nat (cause doesn't know _
V*here is o is a.nd/pr too risky, I guess) (A-d p.175 ard elselwere: 1t strlkes ne

that yo: tend. to overwork the word "ta:Ll " wkich is so so*rehow old-hat oulp-slangy And -

I also suggest that things are e bit too easy re losing these tails, stc., for I‘-atu)

P.176: Wow that we get it, the rationale for nct replaeing Nat seems rather weak, now

that his cover is blown. Please adjust. _
o . ‘ h{ N} ‘Take out

7,177: I needed to be reéminded who Robert is. [ b

P.195: fnd still feel must justify better Forg not pulling Nat. "3:il1 the best we've

gol doesn't quite do it. HMention the other compslling reasons, khe

P.199: Too easy for tailxy that Wat obliges b_v'putting on the-bhirt with t he hug-puttori;

let the Russ:‘.a_rw_s put it on the top of bis shirt rile, or-somethi'ng. {And the

4o A
dJ\l‘.- ‘/'“1



uffaio cabbie dialogue neee.s edit mg) \/
;’P .223: (It occurs that the comcldence of the svi'Llr:-d coffee earlier is rather
convene:l.en‘b. But ok, wut why not go after Wtat eaa:l.n to cha.nae more of hls buttms? Nned tx
%o make clear theytvg lost his trail).
(qassan ‘is reailv a preblern,‘_I feels I krﬁloﬁ.r he isn't supnosed to ‘oe tl;re nost demina.nat
- character of this cast but ke is a nam nIaynr, and for too long he seems pretty stupid,-
o '1n facct a fool The-E)uble, 13, to theextend he is this he ‘also tends to lose his
o ‘caoaci‘by for menacincr our hero, hat etc. I think XEXHRERX you need to sbadf}hj.s,
- make hlm more substantive dancerous en‘enfbmgh, and at. the same trne that, he's not
,oner-brigbt or gﬁfggi:m apb itious, ete. ) | NM ‘uxr-\ 4 'Hw-w} Make hlmathreat
P 2h6 Plhase i‘lx- "You poor b'xstard, Trve got you now.,"" / .
2h9~ It seems ra her ?mtie here re Abdel hoping he'd saved his country- .qhich eo’untrg?
UU‘l AL M3 1c ' o
R no&t&'ﬁ%ﬁ\he works for. \\HL \ "Take out
.259 This new=--to- ug--important role of Hssan gives him more subatance, less the
-ratqer fool:Lsh pasgive sort he's seemed to now, Canwe havex nmt of it via Inls V:Lew;_noiny
earller? ) |

- P 259- T s-trongly ad¥ise egainst ca].llno' it a publienty stunt”-=T mean, the motivetion
friviloud ‘:F.’\.l viloaw s=
for the P, L 0 re getting the euiioooc uranium, It's -auub altogether much too w '
soundmg. It needs t o be. carefully uhomrh'lfout and st ted hereo TQA Yes
PP260-6h:, The cadence, mayhe on pwpﬁse , gets rather ©iblical here, and I suggest too
much so. And let Mahmoud tell more of wh§ they're doing it, what effect he hopes for
beyond a "publ:l.c:Lty stunt. " We do get it pp 275=-76, but we need more or at least s ome of

At tal

it here nowe .
. \,)" Explain

?65* 0lga? c '
P ??3 T find this a biﬂ; hard to accept this bringing Cohen, a total unldmnwn, +o the
P.}. @hy does he tryust him ? He really must trust him and have a good reascn for hat trust
to do this, He would need, I suspect, to be tested sorehow, I dan't suggest the scene is
bad; I suggest the plausibliity of it needs workgs c‘ c)r-—D h ﬁl;t ]'L'Me'.-!a.!:% A

i : c .

| ”- YM ENtd MM H'\M l q 7‘_!.-'!‘%( 10\5

"If you ever mention that I'll kill you."

2

Israel's security [illegible].



P.é82: Hassan seems to me to blurt out everything too fast to the profeséor? Why
does he trust him with s o much, even if he thinks the professor is:ynmmthetic;
fhe professoris s entiments betfer be even better known to Hassan'somehou, but -
. he still takes h13 t1me, gives hints to professor who pické then ﬁp and spechlates,
etc. And I sugzest the pfofessor too would be ﬁessrcommital not so fast to take
‘Hassan at hhﬂ'ﬁorﬂ. In short, more Fxfomx carefulx and meanlngful fendlnw between
. them, etc. “x NﬂL W & Mm ﬂ ok L a R ‘”i“'u“ﬂ“ ?“‘M’“ .
,P.28h:'Let Suza be more sophisticatedfe her basis for blaming Iéféélis; And,
indesd, it may be that at one timekm she actually did cooperate with her father
or somebody via him in some untercover WOI‘iC for the;lrab&--when sheﬁs yétmger
and mofé impfessionﬁble and still under the sway of father and motﬁe:, ete,
his also give more'substanée t6 the possibility that Nat, s%ﬂar ag the
. reajer knﬁws, ﬁay actually come to a point where he might havé to kill sex her
as an.enémy agent, etc., ﬁhicb we've xskwibdiaxx been asked to belleve possiblé,
therwise it's a sort of paner-dragona And the coincidence of overhear&ng deoex
key material at‘thls "box hedge“ is really--and always 3ixxzkxmx3()struck Me=w
rather gimmicky and set-up and not very convincing. stuff. I urge you to find
a better device for people }adrning Ioxcimsx signlfanant ﬁnformation.
P.286 :Seems unlikehy--though, I grant, convenient--that Ashfordr:ould remanber
_an. obscure G.I, 's name after 21 years, Y@\ - Yes -
P.2879288- I suggeat maybe let Hassan have ssen Suza when he was here before and
| was struck again by her skxiioc resemblance to her mother, etc, Suza's rationalizaticn
for be:ng "nistaken' re hearirg father plot to kill her loveer is gquite a reach,
I suggesf she can censider it, want to Buy it but simply not be able to., But to
the extend that she does, let it be set up betuer...The woxds can be garbled, she
can t hink she heard it but maybe the hedge does that conversatlon (if you keep the
hedge,tfhich I bope you den't}), and if it does, then Xjoormex that needs to be

J
plandbd earlier, 1 realize this is only for a moment, but it's important, even though



p.288 she knows it wasn't a mistake. She has to be credible at all t..’:.mes° /
;f, pP288-89- Again, it would make more ‘sense for Hassan and her father to
confide all this to Suza if her sympe}thies and even her work had o sen 3 ome

) with the Araba when -she was. younger--even if at the time she did it mostly

out of a deslre to nlease her father, as any young girl might, etc. And thélr - \ '

i
i

reasonlng re why Cortone would bellev'e Suza, trust ber wit.hcmt. checkmcr Nat . \ 2

doesn't seem too conv]ncing, really. I showld think they would assume he def:.nitely\

' "would try to check and then once he does, if he can locate Nat then they wlll

._.-....——

» 298 Why doeun't the house in Sicily have xphnm a phone. Very =t.range, very
ou
conven&ﬁ' - sh:l.ll, Ifeel, heed more of Cortome conv:mclng h:mself‘ to take .

the chance and trust swa. |whiiw baue wissk |v o llegible) vacant £t years.

P 299 Iﬂg_’ does Cortone nepd to take Suza to wam 1\Iat.? Exceﬁt of course, for '
the exigencles Emwkx of plot. He doesu t need her now, doss he? Ferhaps you mlght
have it that he takes her to keen an eye on her &
F.302: Please, not "heist.," too sort of Jargony. I'm afraid we:ac:‘:'aren't sufficlently
c;bnvinced’ by Suza's arg'uxﬁent with herself for .r_lg_t_ gontacting thé Israeli embassy

in the first place ’ éﬁdlesPeciaily wmdéz; why she doesn_‘f aé a back-up oncgf- |
shé ts free of Hassay for a while in Buffalo, This really needsto be handled more
convincingly. | i . o 7
?,305{ _Hassaﬁ dialog'ue here gets rather s tilted hare re Cortme. Suza, it strikes us;,

should have expérted what happened from Hassan.

306: Suza just jumps right in Hassan s car? Doesn't esven txy to re31st?
P.307: Finally Su-a realizes she should rhone the Israeli embassy. See above,
P.310: Suza's ;‘slané'séem_pretty vagee. All right, f)ut.;let her realize it as we do,
lanci also that she's made ra mistake all aleng in leading Hassan to Gortcn,e,' to Mat,

to Sicilk. Ar}d she now realizes she did it becaws e she rationalized awaf,r her better

Fave. Nat located too, which 1s what they want. etc. . - L



l Y—/that

Judgement out of ber overhelv\in g, darm nezr crazy desn-e to see '\fat-g-ard,ma
degree of unhlnglng desire c:anvirrc:lro, please, via a scpno‘fromhxnc her viewnding
in which we see this sc we can believe it, just as we got one via Hat re his
feelings for her (tne letter, etc.). I think this is a good solution, im:kxibc

) mmmand hope you concur, It's tricky %o keep her making some,sor-'b of
sense Qarliér and. ﬁhen-the ,se_lf-revélatim of the 'rati'onal'ization come'sl‘ later,

P 315- Last 1iné :.a bbit over-drawn? 1 |

1 ) -

L.3h8 35h and nerbaps elsehwere: "Gotcha," Please, no, This is Just nladn

anachronistlc and 1&5(5“; \}\0/\. YeS
—

Q.35h "%one the bloody crows" agaln., I don't question 11'23 xa:ixﬁx

B NE '
au’ohenticity, but it is rather parochial, T hope you'il agree. N 3 _NO
Py 358- Please don't ‘have “Iat not caring whether he 11\res or dies. If he .
doesn t care, w‘ny sqould we. D‘-h —“;A Ccu* .-Jm l"“ &”’f‘ ‘
P. 368 I'd almost forrrott.en Hassan was aboard., He uerhaps should anpear agaJn

, before tuis, As it is, he pops up rather a'bruptly.

(And '-VI mu.c_t‘sﬁggest that the ship battle Ktends fb get a bit confused, and ,'
t’O go onX rathef too iong., Sdmeﬁcw all these new characters are hardto get
With'OIf caz-é enr_:ugh- about;‘bwe've_ Just been introdiiced to so- rr;any of them}zmﬂéven
| m)q‘mmm&mmmnx Kat didn't know most of them before, You need t;a.
sha,ﬁe-and pinpoint and mouid this actionsc that it builds more ad not have quite
80 many shifts of v.ieWpoint to so manj people that we ca.ribérelir keep sraight,

P.389: It.‘ seems too easy for Nat rek the man on the deck ¥tolding cut his hand![!
-P 4,00: W last heard of "Towflk some 360 papges ago. I suggest that the reader

- ® e via Nat's viewpoint '

mayb
will nedd scme remlndﬂng earher[v in-between, about hin to have thls 1line and

reference have the crvcial impach you intend for it.

I realize you ccnsider this a draftg put for all its ingenuity and ingenious

premise, etc., xbbxkidxad fine characters--especially Nat and Suza-=it does



have some rather basic, it seemed to me, problems that needed _to't.xe aired and
hopefuiiy adjusted; h:a' I vhope I'-..-e been of help. I look forward to your
thoughts and, of course, the-ﬁ:xi»re‘vision.m |

- Best,



e %pumw%ad o

Te b ol o plye






