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A technical note

Uraniun has to =o through two processes before 1t can be used
to make atom bombs. (1) It must underso fission in an atomnic
nile, eg a nuclear power station. (1i1) The 'spent' fuel from
the reactor must be reprocessed and the explosive by-product,
plutoniumn, extracted.

Uranium can be boutht on the open market, althouzh
sugvpliers are few and sales are strictlv monitored by international
agencles. Furthermore, many of the 'non-nuclear' nations
have atomic power stations, and can therefore carrv out process (i).
In particular, Israel has a reactor at Dimona in the Nerev
Desert. The technolozy of reppeocessing is strdizhtforward for
anyvone who has a reactor; and the construction of an atom
bomb - the actual clockwork of the thinsa, so to spmeak - 1is no
more conplex than that of any bomnb.

However, none of the non-nuclear nations is allowed
to carry out process (ii), the extraction of plutonium. Uranium
is always sold on condition the spent fuel is returned to the
major nowers for reprocessing.

The international asenciles are able to pollce these
agreements quite strictly; for, ziven the quantity of uranium
fed into the reactor, it 1is possible to calculate precisely how
much plutonium will be recovered from the spent fuel.

In this way the major nowers have tried "~ linit thke
spread of nuclear weapons while at the same time iving other
countries the benefits of nuclear power.

It follows that a minor nower which wants atom bohls

must first of all acquire & stociplle of uranium secretlvy.



THE YELLOWCAKE PIRATE

PROLOGUE It is 1947. Nat Dickstein, 22, 1is an undergraduate

at Oxford University. An East End Jew, he was taken
présoner in Italy in 1944 and spent the rest of the war in
concentrazion canps. He is friendly with David Kostov, a Russian
graduate student who also saw some action in the war.

Dickstein is visited by a third veteran, Alan Cortone,
whose 1life he saved in Italyv. Cortone is an American of Sicilian
extraction. The three go to a sherry party given by Dicksteln's
nrofessor, Stephen Ashford.

Asnhford, 45, 1s an Arabist, one of a breed of
Englisnmer who fell in love with the Middle East in the first half
of this century and explored, exploited, and translated the
rezion. Ashford has now married Eila, a beautiful Lebanese
twenty vears his junior, and settled down as Professor of Semitic
Literature at Oxford. They have a daushter, Suza, 4.

Dic:stein is in love with Eila but does nothinz about
it. He is also contemplating emigratiny to Palestine. David
Rostov encourages him to go. (In 1947 the USSK was pro-Israel.)
Cortone tells Professor Ashford the storv of how Dickstein saved
his 1life. Dickstein goes into the garden, larse and overarown.
There is a2 box hedge of peculiar shape: the acoustics enable on=2
to overhear a conversation takinz nlace around the corner. what
Dickstein overhears is Yasif Hassan, a wealthy Palesatinian

underzraduate, having & lovers'! quarrel with Ella.



ONE In 196" a young Israeli agent in Cairo discovers that
the Ekgyptians are bulldingz & nuclear reactor in the

Western Desert. Before he can report to Tel Aviv he is captured,

Interroz:ated and killed. However, a double agent in Egyptian

Intellicence passes on the news.

TWO There is a dispute in the Israeli Cabinet. The Hawks
want aton bombs. The Doves raise two oblections,

(1) The effect misht be to Justify the Russians in xkr ziving

the bomb to the Arabs, (i1} Israel has no sunply of uraniun.

The Doves nrevail until Pierre Borg, the oafish Quebecois head

of Mossad, reveals the news frow Cairo. That answers objection (i).

Borz also has the answer to (ii) ...

THREE In a kibbutz near the Syrian border we agaln meet

Nat Dickstein, now 43, our central character. He
dropped out of Oxford to 70 to Palestine, fought in the War of
Indenendence, and joined Mossad, f»r whom he now works on Svecial
Operations. He has been shaped bv two traumas! his father's
persecution by EnzlibBh Fascists in the 1330s, and his year in
the concentration camps. His aggression, his mastery of all kinds
of weapons, and his expertise in military tactics zrow out of
a secret fear that once arain the world will turn on hiw as it did
in 1937 and 1944, Israel is a private, as well as national, fortress.
He 1s an uncompromising Zionist, but too bright to .: a Jingolst:
he sees the world not in terms of Good Guys and Bad Guys but of
My People and The Hest. ©Small, bespectacled and deceptively
slender ("like a bundle of sticks in a bag” soceone says) he is

capable of sudden savaze violence. He is an intelligent c¢vnic



with a Lenny Bruce sense of humour and a deep-seated sexual block
datinz from the camns, where he was the subject of rruesome
experiments. He has been nicknaned The Pirate ever since he
arrived in Palestine aboard a boatload of stolen rifles, This
kibbutz is his spiritual home, these people his only family.

Plerre Borg arrives and briefs him to steal a quantity
of uraniu in such a way that at first it will seem 8imply to have
been lost. The idea is that the radiation authorities will be so
embarrassed that at first they will hush the affair up. Later,
when they realise the stuff was actually stolen, they will be
compromised by their own cover~up. Later still, if and when the
cover-up 1s exposed, the trail to Tel Aviv will have gone cold.
Dickstein has his doubts - like the Doves in the Cabinet, he is
uneasy about the contrast between Israel's liberal ideals and
her actual politics -~ but of course he agrees to do the Job.

Borg also prppares to put an agent into the Egyptlan
nuclear plant. This is a race! whoever 1s the first to put

uranium into processing will be the first to have the Bomb.

FOUR Dickstein's first move is to penetrate the Brussels

headquarters of Euratom, vhere track is xept of adl
radioactive materials in Western Europe. First by posing as a
Journalist, and later by subvertinz a permit clerk, Dickstein
zains access to the files.

A Kremlin committee discusses the kgyptlan reactor.
The Egyptlans, havinz besun the oroject without consuliin- their
Soviet allies, are now askinr for technical help. The Russians
face a dilemma: they don't want the Arabs to have the Bomb, but

if there is to be an Arab Bomb they want a Russian finer on the



button. So, reluctantly, they asree to help.

In Brussels Dickstein bumps into Yasif Hassan, the
Oxford lover of Eila Ashford. Hassan's familyld&s impoverished:
their businesses were ruined by the 19475 war and their 1land was
subsequently expropriated by the Israeli government. Hassan o
now works for the European branch of a Lebanese bank. He has
lost his aristocratic demeanour along with his fortune. He
does not reveal to Dicxstein the depth of his bitterness, The
bank Jjob is a cover! he 1s with Egyptian Intelligence. Routinely,
he reports to Cairo the sighting of an unexplained Israelil.
To his surprise Cairo gets quite excited and orders him to put

Dickstein under surveillance.

FIVE Dickstein visits 2 nuclear power station and takes

the suided tour, noting the security set-up. He
could steal uranium from here, but not without thettheft bein-
noticed immediately. He will consider stealinz a consiznment
in transit. He spots his tall and loses 1it.

The XGB are gettin:y Hassan's reports via Cairo, and
nanicking. The Pirate 1s known to be a top Israell operative.
what does Mossad want with nuclear reactors? Moscow and Calro
mount a Joint operation to find out. To lead the team they
choose a senlor KGB man who wa: at Oxford with Dickstein and
Hassan! David Hostov.

Rostov has risen to zreat heights in th~ Joviet
apraratus by a combination of dilizent Intelligence work and
brilliant internal politickins. By contrast with Dicxsteln and
Hassan, he has no burning personal motivation for what he does.
Had he been born in Guildford instead of Smolensk he would nave
done equallv well in wWhitehall. He 1s no less ruthless for bein:

a bureaucrat - indeed, his detachment 1s the more chillingz.
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SIX Dickstein returns to the Euratom flles, now focussing

his attention on shipments. He 1s bezinning to hatchl
a scheme. One of the permits on file is for 200 tons of
vellowcake (crude umaniun ore) to be shipped from Antwerp to
Genoa aboard the m.v., Coparelli. The owners of the uranium are
F.A, Pedler, a small German industrial-chemicals manufacturinsz
firm bascd in Wlesbaden. The uraniws is golins to Genoa for
non-nuclear processing.

Dickstein plans to hijack the Coparelli at sea., At
first he proroses to transfer the uranium to another shin, but
this turns out to be somewhat chancey! a biz storm could
Jeopardise the whole operation. Alternatively, he nwust simnly
sall the Coparelll to Israel with her cargo. But then the theft
could hardly be kepnt secret, Or could it ... ?

Rostov's Beam coes to work. At first thev consider
the possibility that Mossad plans to blow up atomlic reactors.
Then Rostov says: Why was Dickstein iIn Brussels? Wwhat 1is there
in Brussels thnat connects with power stations? Answer: Zuraton.

In the western Desert, Borg's asent arrives, under
the cover of a security guard. He 1s appalled at how far

advanced the whole prolect is.

SEVEN Dickstein has naturally nade the connection between hils
meetince with Hassan and his tail at the power station.
Trying to confirm his suspicion that Hassan 1s in the zame, he
visits Professor Ashford in Oxford. Dickstein 1s thunderstruck
when the door is opemed by 2 woman who appears to be Eila, not a
day older than she was in 1947. In fact Eilla is dead, and this is

her daughter Suza, now 25. From Ashford's replies ts his discreet
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questions Dickstein concludes that Hassan is indeed in the rame.
Dickstein has, therefore, been blown, althouzh perhaps not fatallv.
Throuzh the Israeli Embassy he sends a message to Plerre Bors.
Rostov and Hassan interrogate Dickstein's Euratom
contact., They conclude that Dickstein plans to steal uranium -

hut what uraniun?

EIGHT Suza and Dickstein have dinner., He falls for her as
surely as he fell for her mother., 5till, he has lots
of reasons for being ambivalent about her: she's half Arabj in
Israel their children would be denied the all-important ‘'Jewisi'
classification; he does not know how much of his emotlonisis
really directed at the mesory of her mother; and anyway, after
twenty years on ice he is pretty terrified of the whole idez of sex.
Suza, This is 1367, and she belonzs to the LSD
generation. She has her mother's startling beauty and her fath:or's
soft centre. She 18 warm, tender and perceptive. Initially
fascinated by the fact that he loved her wother, she comes to
love Dicxstein for his great strength and his secret weakness.
She does not intimidate him with rampant sexuality; but, once
they are in bed, she savs that there are no rales and no secrets?
if you are frizhtened or disszusted or inflamed you can say so, and
you must. And he does. All the zuilt and horror of the cemps
come pouring out. Suza immediately and intultively understands
something nobody else ever Knew: the reason those sruesonme
experiments froze Dickstein for so long was that he found they
turned him on. Suza teaches him not to be asharned.
Meanwhile Rostov's computer brain is at work. Trvinz

k1

to think llke Dickstein, he decides that a visit to Professor



Ashford is on the cards. Hassan soes to Oxford and confirms that
Dickstein 18 in England. Rostov puts a watch on the legals at
the Israeli kmbassy in the hope that one of them will contact

Dick#tein,

NINE Borg flies in to rieet with Dickstelin, and due to

Dickstein's precautions the trall 1s not picked up by
Rostov's pavement artists., Borg reports that Russian techniciaas
have arrived at the reactor siie in the VWestern Desert. Thev
discuss Hassan, and decide that the operation must zo on,

If Borg 15 a bastard, he's a clever baastard, and he
saases the change in Dickstein. Suspicious, he puts Dicxksteln
under surveillance. This reveals the liaison with Suza. Borg
disapproves?: in his view 1t is the tension within Dickstein that
makes the man so flerce.

The tail is an Israelil Embassy legal, so of course
he leads Rostov's pavement artists to Dickstein.,

Dicksteln makes inquiries at Llovds about Coparelli.
As he hoped, she 1s one of a series of identical vessels. One
of her sister ships 1s the m.v. Strormberz. Dickstein will buy
the Strombers. Then, when he has hijacked the Coparelli, he
will paintout her name, re-name her Stromberg, and sail what

appears to be his own ship into Haifa,

TEN The conversations with Lloyds are bugged. By

comparing those inauiries with the Euratom file, Rostov
comes up & with the nams Coparelli. Now he knows what uranium
Dickstein will steal. But when, where and how?

Dickstein goes to Buffalo to see Alan Cortone, novw



Znovn as Don Cortone, Dickstein needs a base frorn wnhich to

launch his hijack. Cortone supplies one in Sicily.

ELEVEN Rostov locates the Coparelll in Cardiff and puts a

man aboard. Hassan announces he has to return to
Cairo for interin debriefing.

Dickstein coes tc Zurich and sets up two Liberian
shipping companies. Company A buys a small shio, the Gil Hamilton,
opens an office in Hamburg, begins to trade, and buys the Stromber:.

Company B exlsts only on paper.

TWELVE The squirrels in Moscow Centre prove their worth.
They note the sale of Stromberg (routinely renorted)
and identify Company A as an Israeli front. Rostov tells the-
to locate the ship.
Dickstein goes to wieshaden., Acting as a buver for
the Israeli Army, he pleces a vast order for pesticides with
F.A. Pedler, the ownars of the uranium., They hesitate. They will
have to turn the bulk of thelr manufacturing capaclty over to
this one order. However, it is a long-term contract, and the

margin is good. They accept.

THIRTEEN Hassan is not in Cairo for interim debriefing, hex

is in Benghazi. He is a double agent, workinsg
ultimately for PLO. His real masters instruct him to hijack
Coparelll before Dickstein ~mets there. (The PLO can't nake aton
bombs, but think of the publicity.) Hassan's priority, then,
is to find out exactly when and where the hijack 1s to take place.

Rostov's squirrels locate Stromber:, and Hostoy has it
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bugmed with a radio beacon.
Dickstein visits the Jewlsh owner of a seamen's
employment asency in Antwerp. The Israeli government will shortly

be asxing a compulsory favour, he tells the man.

FOURTEEN Hassan is now out on a 1limb. Rostov does not need

to know the exact timing of the hijack! with a bug
on the Stromberz and & msan aboard Coparelli, he is already right
on top of the sltuation. So Hassan has to find out all on his
own, and suddenly it's amateur nizht. In desperation he confides
in Ashford, who he knows to be pro-Palestine. Suza overhears
the conversation from behind the box hedge. Reallsing that
Dickstein 1s likely to be killed, she wants desrerately to warn
him - but she does not know where she 1s, So she pretends to
join forces with Hassan, in the hope that they will locate
Dickstein and then Suza can raise the alarn.

Ashford dredges up Al Cortone from his menory.
However, Cortone won't zlve away secrets to Hassan. But he might
to Suza. Hassan and Suza go to Buffalo together.

While Coparelll is loadin: in Antwerr her calef
engineer digppears, shanshaled by Dickstein, and is replaced,
via the seamen's employment agency, by Dickstein's man Koff.

The Coparelll sails. While at sea she is bousght by

Dickstein's Company B.

FIFTEEN Suza sees Cortone. He knows she 1s who she says she
is, becamse he remembers ner lookallke mother., Also,
Dickstein has told him he i1s in love with her. All the same he's

not goinz to glve her the Sicilian address Just like that. But
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the Dicksteln team cannot be reached by phone. So Cortone
announces he will take Suza there.

When they arrive the Strormberg has just sailed,
Hassan kills Cortone. Hassan and Suza rendezvous with Rostov.

They now trust Suza because she led them to Sicily.

SIXTEEN nostov and Suza board a fast Polish merchant vessel,
the Karla, crewed by KGB heavies. But the heavies

are only 1nsu£ance= Rostov's plan is to collide with Dickstein's

ship after the theft has taken place. The hijack will be exposed

in the subsequent maritinme inquilry, causin;; the Israelis extreme

international embarrassment as well as fouling up thelr nuclear

schene,

Hassan also sets sail, from Annaba on the Algerian
coakt, aboard a PLO ship. Knowinz when and where the Strombers
departed, Hassan 1is able to firure out mhmm the earliest possible
moment for Dickstein's hijack, and get there a day hefore.

Ervpt's reactor soes operational. Bors's agent

sabotazes 1t, sainin: a few preclous days,

SEVENTEEN Aboard the Coparelli, eniineer Koff rizs a breakdown

and announces that the ship will have to be towed to
port for repalrs. The captain cables the owners - now, of coursec,
Dickstein's Company B. The G11 Hamilton, waltins in the viginity,
heaves-to and takes the ¢rew off the Coparelli, leavin: onlr a
handful of agents, Koff himself, and Rostov's man vho hides in a
lifeboat. (The crew are to be taken to the next port of call and
paid off.)

The noint of all this is to clear the way for Dicksteln
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% Co. However, it also clears the way for Hassan and the PLO.

EIGHTEEN The PLO hijack now <oeg off vdry smoothly. Unfortunatelv
for Hassan, the Coparelli is still disabled, so he
can't 7o anywhere with his uraniun.
Rogtov's man, hidden in the lifeboat, reports the
hijack to the Karla. Rostov doesn't want the PLO to have the
uranium - the USSR gets nothingz out of that deal. Suza comes up
with a smart idea. Radio to Dickstein aboard the Strombersg, she
says. Pretend to be a survivor from the PLO hijack, Warn
Dickstein.
Rostov does so., Forewarned, Dicksteln is able to win

back the Coparelli and send the PLO team to Davy Jones's locXer.

NINETEEN Now Dickstein's plan gsoecs ahead, The Stromber: and

the Coparellil switch identities: names, loszs, evervhtin:,
The Coparelli is reppired. (Stromberg was of course carrvinz the
necessary spare oart.) The Strombers is scuttled. The Coparelli,
now called Strombers but still c¢arrying the uranium, sails for
Haifa.

The Coparelli has vanished off the face of the earth,
But - and here comes the smart bit - nohody cares., Dickstein has
bousht her and paid cesh money. Tha crew has been pald off.
The 1Insurers have not been presented with a clai-.

wWho will miss the uranium? The Genoa processors have
received a cable warning then of an indefinitc deMdy. PF.A, Pedlor
have recelved a cha@que for the value of their undelivered cario.

When they 1nquire, they will find that the shippers have disappearaed.
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If they are inclined to press the matter, their bigszest customer,
the Israelil Army, will quiletiy advise them to drop it.
So, perfect.

Except for Rostov, the Karla, and Suzs.

TWENTY The Polish ship sets a collision course for Coparelli.
At preat risk to herself, Suza gets on the radio and

warns Dickstein. Unable to outrun the Karla, Dickstein doubles

back and attacks whlle Suza lights a diversionary fire aboard tke

Karla. There 18 a pitched battle, KGB versus Mossad, with Suza

in the middle. The Israelis win. They put the survivinz Russians

in a rowing boat, sink the Karls, and sail into Haifa covered

with =lory.

EPTILOGEE In 1973 the lsraelis, losing the Yom Kippur ¥ar,
threaten to use their bomb., The threat versuades the
USA to airlift conventional weapons to then.
Now the Lgyptlans are losing, and they décgde to use
their bomb. The Rusasians refuse to press the bution. They are
subsequently expelled from Egvpt, and take their bomb with them.

Dickstein and Suza's first child is bornm.



POSTSCRIPT

ISRAEL SUSPECTED OF HIJACKING SHIP WITH URAKNIUM

Israel 1s believed to have been behind the disappearance

from the hi~h seas nine years ago of 2 uranium shipment large

enough to build 30 nuclear weapons, 1t was disclosed yestarddy.
Officials say that the 1ndident was 'a real Janmes

Bond affair' and that althouzgh intellizence agencies in four

countries inveatizated the mystery, it was never determined

vhat had actually hapvrened to the 200 tons of uranium ore that

vaniched ...

- from the 'Daily Telegraph', 7 Mgy 1977.

THE END





