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AZ: Make Dickstein English Jew. Rostov Arab superspy (who works closely with Soviets.) Dickstein
and Rostov met at Oxford.

Scrap ironic ending - Arabs issue ultimatum based on their nuclear capacity - Dickstein must get uranium
before deadline.
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From the Daily Telegraph, 7 May 1077:

ISIAEL SUSPECTED OF HIJACKING SHIP WITH URANIUM

Isruel is believed to have been behind the disuppearance from
the high seas nine years ago of u urunium shipment larggecnough
to build 30 mmelear wenpons, it was disclosed yesterday,

Officials suy that the incident was “a real Jumes Bond affair"
and that although intelligence agencies in four countries
investigunted tbe myetery, it was never determined what had
actually happened to the 200 tons® of uranium ore that

vanished ,,.

THE YELILOWCAKE PIRATES

1968: there is a dispute in the Israeli Cabinet, The iHawks want te build
nuclear weapons, The Doves runise two objections: (a} the effect would be
ultimately to justify the ilussians in supplying unuclear bombe to the
Araba; (b) although Israsl has the technology to huild the bemby, she
has ne natural resourcesd of uranium and no one would sell it to her, The
Dovesa prevail until Pierre Borg, head of the Hossad, informs the Cabinet
that Egypt has o secret nuglear dovelopment preoject, This answers cbjection
(a). Borg has the answer to objection (b), too: ateal the uranium, The
Cabinet agrees,

Borg awsigns the job to one of his Specinl Operantions men, Nat Dickstoin,
& Jeawish New Yorker who went to Isrnel after an early disillusionment in
Vietnam., An intelligent cynie with a2 Lenny Bruce sense of humour, bDicketein
#ees the world in terms net of Good Guys and Bad Guys but of My People and
The ilest, Small, bespectucled and frail, he ia cupable of sudden cold-blooded
violence, llis expertise in explosives, weaponry and wilitary plenning aro
products of a secret physical cowardice which dates from his time in a North
Vietnamese prisoner-of-war caamp,

His brief is to stenl the uranium in such a way that initielly it will
seem simply to have been lost, The owners and the radiation autherities will
be eo embarrassed that they will hush it up;;and when they discover the truth

they will be compromised by their own cover=-up,



Dickstein's firet move is to penetrate the Brussecls headquarters of
Euratom, the European nuclear energy authority, where track is kept of all
radioactive waterials stored or in traneit within member countites, He subverts
a permit clerk there (not too difficult - the information is not top secret) and
visites Beveral installations where uranium is stored. ile could steal the stuff
all right, he decides, but socugity is so tight that the theft would he
discovered instantly..

He plumps for stealing a cunsignment of uranium in transit, preferably
at seu; und arter woro work with his kuratoo contact he picks on a cargo of
yellowcake (uranium oxide) which is to go from Antwerp to Genoa aboard the
German-owned motor vessel Coparelli, There are two reasons for the choices
{(a) the Euratom permit for the transfer is dated three montas hoence, giving
Dickstein time to set up the heist; and (b) the Coparelli has an identical
sigter ship, the Strowberg, ised

Right at the etart tho whole operation is jeapurdg by ene of those
accidents which are the perrenent hazard of intelligence work: flostov, a Soviet
agaent in Brussels, recogniaes licketein, It was llestuv who interregated
Mckatein in Vietnam; but now we leurn that the interrcgation wus so terrible
that Dicketein has repressed the wemory and forgotten lRontov, Nevertheless,
Dickstein held out under interrogation and succeeded in deceiving Rostov at
a point where most men are in too much pain to !lie, This defeat wounded Rostov's
pride and ruined his career,

80 Restov puts Dickstein under survelllance, sssuming he is with CIA. The
surveillance leads the Russians to the kuratom contact hefore ilickstein
disappears agoin,

Diekatein goes to Uamburg, sets up a legitimnte shipping company, and buys
the Stromberg. The company begins to trade in a small way, He aleo sets up
& asecond shipping company, with all the right documsntation, an office and a
secrotary - but this compony does no trade at all,

tle flies to Lendon to visit Lloyvds for more information on the Coparelli,
[lere he meets and falls for Suga, who is besutiful, tender, sexy - amd Iranian,
They make out, and now Yicksteln coufessos that this is the first time hec hae
becn able to make!love since Vietnam, Ilis developing relationship with Supa
is observed, with muspicion und hestility, by Plerro Borg,

Meanwhile lioetov interrogutes the Luratom olerk, and concludes that Dickstein
plane to steal the Coparelli's uranium, tle doesn't know how, though he guesses
it has to do with the sister ship; bLut rore importantly, he doesn'! underatand
why = bLecause he still thinks Dickatein ie (IA,

Dickstein returns to New York to oall in aw old debt, 1n Vietnam he saved

the life of Al Cortone, Xow he vimits Al Cortone Snr, known as bon Cortone, lle



anks Cortcne to arragge for him to use n large house = any house - on the coast
of Hicily for a few weeks ~ and no questions aaked., Cortone: "Is that all?"

Roatov has followad up the sister-ship link and discovered that the
Stromberg is now owned by a cempuny which he is able to connect with the kossad,
Now that he knows this is an lsraeli operation, it maekes wense, He nrrangedato
be kept informe! of the Strowberg's movements,

In Antwerp Dickstein visits the Jewish owner of a seamen's cmployment
agency, He tells the man that the lsraeli government will ehortly be asking a
fovour - or elae, The wan is compliant,

The heist is now set up, This is the plan,

While the Coparelli is loading in Antwerp its chief enginecer will disappear =
shanghaied by lMckstein - and he roplaced, via the employment agency, with
Dickstoein's man Koff,

As soon as she saild Dickatein's phoney shipping company will buy her,
Papers will he handed over while she &8 at sea, with ilicketein's eompany
undertaking to fulfil the ship's existing commitments and deliver the current
eargo,

At a prearragged spot in the Mediterrancan Koff will axx engineer a
wachanical breakdown which will eripple the siip, and will aprnounce that she must
ba towed to port for engine reppirs,

A ship belonging to bicketein's legitimate company will neave-to, offer help,
be unable to asgist with the busted engines, but willingly take roat of the
Coparelli's crew to its next port of call {where they will be poid off and sent
home hy a Lickstein agent}.

Next coues the Stromberg, with a hand-picked crew plus the sicilian
contingent in cuse of unforeseen rough stuff, They will overwhelm tbe remaining
crew of the Coparelli, paint over her name and retitle her bdtremberg, repair the
engines (since they knew what was going to go wrong they came equipped dith the
wherewithal to put it right), scuttle the original $tromherg, and sail the new
Cnpurelli/Strombggg into Haifa on schedule, The yellowcuake, .Jimguised as cattlae

fend, will be off-loaded and driven to a resert militnry base,

The ownera of the uranium will eventually go to the originul ownere of the
Coparalli and ask what happened to their cargo. They will be referred to
Dickatein's phoney company, which will have disappeared off the fnce of the earth,

And - here comes the smart bit — there is nobody else who eares vhat
happened to the Ceparelli, The crew have all found other jobs; the captain has
been brihed or coerced into silence; the original owners have got their woney; and
Lloyds have not been presented with n claim, There is no one left to give & damn,

That's the plan, This is how it goes wreng.

Inmediantely before tho heiat, the crew of the Stromberg have to be dismissed



in Haifi and the hand-picked crew taken on, Ilostov's agent in Haifa reporta this,
llostov connects the switch with tie imminent sailing of the Copsrelli, and
realisea the heist ie on, He assures the uranium will be transferred to the
Stromberg at soa, fle instructs his agent to put a powerful bug on the Stromberg.
The agent accomplishes this,

Sadly, you cun't afford to use high-grade agents for this sort of work; and
ostov's wan in Haifa is known to the local spycutchers, Consequently Plerre
Rorg learns of the bug,

Borg ussumes the operation has heen bhlown by Suza, Dickstein's Arab lover,
lle has her picked up, then tells Diekstein about the bug and says: "If the
operation fails, Suza dies,” Dickstein never liked Borg too much, and now he knows
why, Leave the bug where it is, he Bsays.

Aboard the Coparelli Koff has some very tense moments, but succeeds in
faking the accident, The next atage - getting rid of the crew - goes off all
right, tlowever, what nobody could have foreseen 1e that the captain of the
Coparelli is involved in drug smuggling., In Merseilles he has pioked up several
million dollars worth of Brown Supar for delivery to iiolland, und consequently
has on board a dozen Corsican hegvyweights thinly disguised as jolly jack tare,

S0, when the Stromherg heaves-to and Vickstein & Co come abourd they meet
determined opposition, 7The Isruelis win the fight; but it has delayed them
crucisnlly, as we shaoll see,

Having taken the Coparelli, Diekstein sends the Stromberg on its way, bug
and all, to divert Hdostov, licstov's plan is to have a Polish werchant ship
collide with the Stromberg, and for the uranium theft to be exposed in the
resulting inquiry, thereby causing the Isruelis extreme internutional cmbarrassment,
Howevor, when the Polish ship comes into view, the skelcton crew leave the
Ssromberg, get clear, and hlow it up,

Now, Dicksetein's plan wus for the Stromberg to be many miles away from the
Coparelli by the time this happened. bDut hecnuse of the fight with the Corsicans,
and the conpegquent deday, tostov is wtill able te locate and chase the Coparelli.

There is now little room for sublteties, A FPolish werchantman, heavily
armed and c:eved by luspian commundos, is chasing a Liberian wotor vessel, unarmed
but crewed by Israeli ecommandos, Dickstein knows lie can't win a soa battle; and
a8 thay cross the Meditorranean toward Hauifa, it becomes clear that they can't get
to port before the Iolish ship catches them,

So, when night falle, Pickstein tukes & team of killers in a small boat and
goes back to the Polish ship., They board it, The fight is long, and most of
Dicketsin's team die, but the Polish ship is diverted, and the Coparelli, now
renamed Stiremberg, enters Haifu just as Dicksetein and the few surviving wembers

of the bearding party eascape from tne Folish ship,



The operation ia succesufully concluded, Borg releases Suza, whereupon
Dickstein beats Rorg up and gete fired, Then it is reveanled that Egypt never
had & nuclear arms programae - Borg mode it up to support the ilawks in the
Cobhinet, Borg is fired, Dickatein gets his job, and the yellowcake is buried in
the desert and forgotten,
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