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Tony Géraghty unravel®
weni missing with uran

vessel for a glasg of
the skipper’s cabin.
The skippet, an assured y
man aged about 23, wag British
The ship, fresh as paint affer §
dry-dock refit, was newly trang
ferred from the German shig
ping register and now 1
Liberian fag, EER
The ¢aTgo, for which Heinen's
firm had been responsible during'
its train journey across Belgium,
consisted 360 drums each:
ryarked with the word Plumba}i

a trade name for uranium. Aft
only two hours work it was no
safely stowed on board, boun
for Italy.

A few hours later, in theg
early hours of November 17,
1968, the shlp moved out
Antwerp as gently as a picky
pocket easing his way out of
crowd. Only now, more than}
eight years later, has Heinea
learned that he had unwittingly
witnessed the beginning of the
biggest uramwum loss in history;
enouzh raw material n the hands
of .a scientific team with the
right equipment to make abouf
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the ‘case’ of the ship that

fim ahoard -

erally available 10 olher western
nauons, ugly questions raised
about the missing cargo, already
dubbed the Plumbar Affair, are
being 1abled for amswer later
this week in the Europesn Par-
liament in Strasbourg.

THE URANIUM was orlginally
brought as crude ore from Shaba
province. Zaire, to Europe by the
respected  Belgian  company,
Societe General des Minerais.
Towards the end of 1967 the
company received an order from
a small West German firm,
Agmara Chemie, of Wiesbaden,

for 200 tons of patural wramium, -

According o Euratom's former
director of preventive medicine,
Enricho Jaechai last week,
Asmara (“which ocooupied a
Ktile bulkdizg in a forest™)
made no secret of the fact that
it was acting on behalf of &
Casablanca chemical company.
The econtract was sigmed on
March 29, 1968, after the Moroc-
can firm had promised not.to
re-export the material

The Belgian firm had to pelnt
oul 10 Asmara that such z deal,
involving the export of nuclear
matemal outside Eurcpean con-
1rol. would requre a special EEC
permit. But if the deal remained
within the Euratom family, there

A

30 nuclear bembs. ¥ would be mo problem: under
‘% artiele 75 of 4he televant treaty,

The great ® contracts to move uranium from
4. one company to ancther for en-

cover-up ¢
I —

Tn the meantime, the disap:
pearance had become the subject’

of a cover-up of Watergate pro<,

portions by security forces res-
ponsible for its investigation.

richment or refinement, and then

* back again to the source con-

pany, did not require formai ap-
proval, only that the watchdog
organisatien Should be kept in-
formed.

Asmara, .the German firm
whieh initiafed the deal, adopted
this approach. It agreed to send

Only when a freelance cam: .{he 200 Lons it was to buy from
paigner for tighter supervision 1ihe Belgz)ans to an Jtalian Erm,
of  fissionable material, Paul, by sea, rer reprocessing.

Leventhal, made a public speechs According to Jaeehia, Euratom
a week of so agd revealing thet o.2¢ toid that the uranizm wonid
outlines of what had happened¥ be'shipped to Milan via Genoa,
was it officially admitted that:” to he “treated " before being
& Two ¥uropean companl’eﬂ gent back to Asmarz in Germany,
arranged a transfer of uranium- In those circumstances. the EEC
which was outside existing con- was ohliged to issue an expert

trol regulations;

@ When the disappearance of
aptire cargo of 200 toms
tom, the intergovernmental
the resources to discover whese
1% bad gone; 4
@ Inquiries by the security ser-
vices of West Germany, Beigiear,
Ttaly and the US were equally
1neffective: :
@ The securlly services jnlrg;
repart, resulting from Euratem'’s
request for an investigation, had
been withheld from Esratom
itself, .

The Sunday Times has estab-
lished, Furthermore, mat for
months after the uranium van-
ished the ship continued to make
routife trips belween Antwerp
and the Mediterranean under
the noses of police forces rhmh
now assert that the vessel *' van-
ighed " for a year amd was
finally discovered with a oo
pletely new crew in Morgoce.

This weekend, as the European
nuclear industry ¢ongratulate.
itself on President Carler’y
promise to make US plutomum
—refined uranium—mors  lib

e

—

]
&
"ot hunsdiction.

uranium was discovered, Eurd? TIIE ITALIAN Arm
agency responsible, did not havﬁ

» Miian,

¥ licence and release the cargo to
international waters, beyond ils

1 invelved in
this arrangement is still in busi-
mess, It is Saica (Societa Ano-
tima [taliana Eolori e Affini) of

 Last w wheli we int
}‘Eﬂﬂ's managing director, Dr
Francesce Sertoreg gald thal he
bas never discoveredq what he
was to do with the 200
tons of urapium had 1 ever
raached him because the instrue-
ttons were with the eargo
" We were an excellent terms
with Asmara which was oyr rep-
regentative in Germany,” he ex-
plained, “ Asmara asked if we
vould @0 & job for them. Wi
were tod thal 200 tons of ura-
mum Were to be mixed with
othef Ppreducts. Once finished,
the mixture was to be reshipped
through Genoa to Asmara. .
Asked If It was normal trade

modest paint company. |
ék ewed

Photagraphe by Bryan YWhartan, grphice by Jokn Grimwads

Sept 17, 1968
ROTTERDAM : * Scheersbyrg™
goes into dry dock

Sept 27

ROTTERDAM : Changes flag
from ¥ cermany

Libesia. New crew

Nov 16
ANTWERP ; Loads 200
lons of wranium n
drums for Ltaly

AT SEA:

Nov 17 .o

LEAVES ANTWERP : ..’
Cargo possibiy :
transhipped E

a! sea same Gy Nov 17/Dec 1

Whereapouts unknown

vl Dec2...n

_ ISKENDER¥, TURKEY
Port authorties toid ship
came from Naples.

But Lioyd’s agent in
Nacies has o record

When the uranium went missing: the lost days

practice to accept such an order
wilhout knowing the products to
be “puxed”, Sertoree Treplied
that it was perfectly normal.

. Did his firm have experience
in mixing uranium with other
producls? No, gaid Sertoreo. In
fact, his firm had never
previously attempted to blend
wranium, Yet despile such inex-
perienee he was satisfled that
Saica could have dene the jobr

The cargo

vanished
T
Interviewed u third time by

sald that &g he recalled about 15
days before they were expecting
the arrival of the uranium his
Brm was notified by Asmara that
Asmara—the German supplier~-
had decided to let a better-
equipped, more specialised com-
pany handle the uranium.
According to Serteree Asmara
did recompense Saica but he
insists that the figure—£12,500—
was to pav fer a uranium store,
What is certain is that the
physical movement of the uran-
jum to Intermational walets
beyond Euratom's jurlsdiction
was ot the only limit to 1ts
control. Aceurding Lo the current

@ Additonal materlat from George Armstrong, Rome; Henry Brandnn,
Washington; Dalhert Halleusieln, Milan: Peter Kenyon, Hr?;sela: Lrie

Marsden, Jerusalem: Dmyvid May,
reter Pringle, New York;
Terry, Farls.

FENE -

Landon: Mario Modiano., Athens:

Peter Rodgers, Salizhurg and Anleny

“The Sunday Times, Dr Sertorio -

EEC megudations 1the [talian flrm
had at least three months from
the date the cargo lefi Belgium
Irefore it was obilged to confirm
that the uranium had arrived.
In {act. the EEC seems to have
done 1ls besl ro keep an eye on
what was happemng for on Janu-
ary 17, 19649, twvo momths after
the yramium jeft Antwerp, Eur-
atom asked Seica if all was in
arder. g

Eventually Furalomn sent its
own 1nspeclors to the Milan
plant only to eonfirm gruw:ng
fears that {he cargo had van-
1shed. Saica teld the Inspectors,
and repeated to The Sunday
Times last week, that so far as
it was concerned the whole affair
was a mystery, Saica’s managing
director, Dr, Sertoreo, ckaims he
knew neither the mame of the
ship on which the uranium was
travelling nor even whethet it
was te come overland by lorry.

THE GERMAN firm which
inaugurated the deal, Asmara
Chemie, was dissolved by 1ts
directors in 1975 and replaced
by Scharf Chemie. The only
member of the original Asmara
team still-1n the Scharf organisa-
bon, Withelm Bargon, was not
available for comment laslL week.
What was more, said one of his
colleagues, *if Bargen returns
he will be unzble to say any-
thing apart from the fact that
he had notlung to do with iL”
The lack of knowledge of
all those concerned with the deal
baflled nat only Euratom’s inves-
ligalors but also those of the
security services. After several
months work in 1969 Euratom
had to admit to its member
nalions, * We cannot investigate
further this gquestion with the
means and methods available to
us but which are availahle 1o the
secunty serviees of the various
states.” Euratom’s own inquiry
way Formally closed in June,
1970, e

exchanged for cath in Hambury,
Yarigal handed over £157.000 In
D-marks.

A numher of curious things
now began Happenng, most of
them 1nvolving ambiguities about

-the 1dentities of people as well

as the ship herself. At Lloyd's of
London, the gwnership was trans

ferred to Yarisal's cdinpany, Bis'

cayne_and the Scheersherg given
a new name, the Scheersberz A
But this is not the name by which

her former Cettnan owners knew
her under Biscayne’s ownership,

Binder is cerfain that Yarisal res
namsad the vessel the “ Biscayna
Trader". According te Lloyd's
there is not and never has been
a vesse] of that name registered
with it. -

- Llowd's record of the moves
ments of the Scheetsberg A--the
name by which the Scheersberg
was re-registered officiatly—is
clear and 15 based 1pon reporis
made by the Eondon agency’s
own, independent observers,
These reports indicate that the
ship made a ' *shakedown™
vovage from Emden on October
S to Naples and Casabianca and
back to Rotterdam. The only
mecough in that apparently rou-
tine progress is after November
6 when. on departure from a
French port, the master gave a3
his destination London. She
never arvived there and her
exact whereabouts are & mystery
until departing from Rofterdam
on November 15, - :

The mystery which the come .

bined sectinty services of forff
western nations have appare

failed to solve is what ha ed
duting the next voyage, thé one

which began with the cafge of
uranium st Amtwerp/oa Novem-
ber 17. On this, eveh the Lioyd's

record is not entitely olear.

The Scheersberg A is recorded
by Lioyd's as arriving at Isk
Turkey, on December
1 dzve after sguling  fro
AnIWErp on a voyage whick
Euratom officials had supposed
was destined for Genoa. Isken-
derun 1s about 280 miles from
the Israeli port of Hafa and
a comfortable day's sziling for
the Scheersberg A. -

Pressed by The Sunday Tumes
last week to check the eriginal
agent's report from Iskenderum,
Lloyd’'s was surprised to discover
that on arrival in the Turkish
port, the vessel had announced
Its last port of call as Naples.
Lioyd’s regards it as possible
that the Naples agent di¢ hot
record the Scheersberg A's land-
fall there, but not very Likely.
Where exactly the Scheersberg A
was during that tme is, of
course, the ¢uestion Euratom
would like to answer,

From Iskenderun, “the ship’

sailed west Lo the Turkish port
of Mersin, to Palermo, to Ceuta
in North Africa and to Denmark
for Boxing Day.. She arrived
back at Rotterdam by way of
Svendborg, Denmark, gn January
5 and pnt to sea again for
znother trip to the eastern
Mediterranean three days later.
That voyage intluded a venture
inte the Romanizn Black Sea
port of Galatz. A
According to EEC cfficials It
was the American intellgence
service which reached the drell
eonclusion that following the
November 17 voyage from
Antwerp, the Scheersberg A
~ disappearad” for a year and
wasg finilly spotted in Morocco
with a “new * Liberian flag end
crew. In faot, during the period
when the investigation into the

missing uranium was at its peak”

—the spring and gummer of 1963
—the ship was a regulsr visiter
to Antwerp,
separate times which should
have given the security authori-
ties ample opportucily s
interrogate tha creéw.

iT 1S A popular theory, sbhared
by fermer Euratom officials, that
the uranium went to Israel, For
a start, the Israelis have the
panache for such a coup, as Lhe
Entehbe Raid and the spiriting
out of Cherbeurg harbour of em-
bargoed Israeli guaboats 1n 1569
demonstrate. Tha Israelis also
have the highly sophisficated
technology required to enrich
uraniuem for military purposes.
Even more o the point, the
uranium vanished zt a time when
J-rael faced severe problems
caused by he turmabout of
French mid-eastern policy after
the 1967 Six Day War. Until then
France had helped sel up Israel's
natural

She was there four’

uranium Teactor ot !
Dimona In the Negev,

L

—




The states immediately con-
cerned, whose security services
took on the .inqul
of 1949, werg
Belgizm and Haly. Under inte
nat:onal trealv Euratom also had
to tall the US Government.

i to  the former

1, Enrico Jacchia,

r by 1972 Lhat this

inqu also was “ disappearing

into the sand.” The internatinnal

gation, code-

named Plumbat afier ithe name
on the missing

utamium, appears {b have failed.

What is more serious is that

whatever was achieved by this

inquiry was never revealed.

spokesman,
ked la

The official
Renatlo
weekh wh
pressure {rom Lhe
tration to suppress knowledge
of the incident dschined to com-
| ment,

IF THE CARGO vanlshed rapidly
and without trace, the ship —
me only other tangible
of the greai uranium dis
ance—=did not. Last week |
ye a carge of cement in
e conmnumv an unhbtoken

Ezc!

tty owner: s chan >d more
than once SHILE Albert Heinen
watched the uranium po aboard
in November, 1968,

Unlil a month before that
vayage Lhe vessel flew the West
German flag, and was awned by
August Bollen of Hamburg., On

it was sold

pany, Blscayne

Carporation.

doif Binder, 2

funior partner in the German
firm, told us Jast wee

were

\'antine gentleman caliing him-

* Yarisal’ He was deseribed

15 a .Greek or Turkish ctizen

lLiving in [taly, and although noo-

resident in Germany, we did nok

need lo take up any relerences

because the siale was cash on

the nail”

After briet negotlations with
Yarisal It was agreed Lhat the

ip would go Into dry dock on
its arr:val in  Retterdam on

ptember 17. Ten later
wien the averhaul was come
oleted, the thip's papers were

Key to nuclear
blackmail

It would have been possible
to transship the uranium from
the Scheersherg A &t 5€a, using
the ship's own getricks, as the
former Furatom official Enrico
Jacchia hipted tast week. Altern-
atively, the Scheersherg A could
have put into Haifa on its way
o Turkey, instead of Naples.

But would the Israells have
risked involvement of a Morocrtan
company as the first step in
acquitiug the uranium? Would
thev have emploved a Turk as
newrr oruker? .

It is possibly with these factors
in mind that the Euratom com-
missioner in charze 4t the vime,
Withelm Haferkamp, wnill bot
scknowledge that thers is ¢om
clusive proof M Israeli involve-
ment.

Failing such proof, {¢ Is at Jeast
equally phausible, given the
regular voyages made by the
Scheersberg 1o such Islamie
ports as Casablanca and Tskens
derun, that the uhimate recepi-
ents were Arabs, The Tsraell
Government, after all, could have
acqu:red 200 tons of uranium
legitimately at the time on the
open market, The only military -
advantage from a ctandestn®-
operation would have been &
secret stockpile

The wilder spirits of the Pales-
tinian _ liberation  movement
would have found It much more
difficuit tn buy uranium. and

mjght, naively, have believed that
uranium alone would Zive them
the key to nuciear blackmail. Il
so, they appear to have hurdenr:
themselves with a cannon ball
and no gun Irom which Lo shoot
it

However, the point that Pa
Leventhal sought to make when
he made his belated revelation
has been rammed home im..
dramauc fashion—much tighter
control was, and ls. needed over
21l  movemen's cf nuclear
material. In the meantime, the
ineff Lle D‘n Sertoren, put 4% last
weeeh: T do hepe that the |
aranium hasnt got into the
wrong hands™




