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A technical note

Uraniws has to 7o throurh two processes before 1t can be used
to make ator bombs, (1} It ~ust underro fission in an atozic
npile, es a nuclear power station. (1i) The 'spent! fuel fr-:
the reactor must be renrrocessed and the explosive by-nroduct,
nlutoniun, extracted.

Uranium can be bourht on the onen marxet, althouzh
surplicrs are few and sales are strictler =onltored by international
asrencles. Mirthersore, many of the 'non-nuclear' natlions
have atonic nower stations, and can therefore carrv out nrocess (i).
In particular, Israel has a reactor at Dirona 1n the Nerev
Desert., The technolozy of repopecessing is stral-htforward for
anvone who has a reactor:; and the construction of an atonm
bonb = the actual zlociwork of the things, s0 to snenk - 1s no
more complex than that of any bosnb.

However, none of the non-nuclear nations 1s allowed
to carrv out nrocess (11), the extraction of plutonlurn. Uranium
is always sold on condltion the snent fuel 1is returned to the
major nowers for reprocessingz.

The international avencles are able to 1olice these

o

axreerents guiie strictly; for, ziven the quantilty of urania~
fed into the reactor, 1t 1s nossible to calculate preciselv how
much nlutoniu will he racovered frow the snen’ fuel,

In this way the —ajior nowers have tried to limit the
spread of nuclear weapons while at the same tilme slving other
countries the benefits of nuclear power.

It follows that a minor nower which wants ato:n bohbs

must first of all acguire a stocinile of uraniun secretly.

s



THE YELLOWCAKE PIRATE

PROLOGUE It 1s 1947, Net Dickstein, 22, 18 an undergradunte

at Oxford Unlversity. An Easst End Jew, he was taken
crésoner in Italv in 1744 and spent the rest of the war in
concentration carps, He is friendly with David RKostov, a Russian
graduate student who also saw sornr action 1In the war.

Dicksteln 18 visited by a third veteran, Alan Cortonen,
whose 1life he saved In Italv., Cortone is an Amerizan of Sicilian
extraction. The three zo teo a sherrv party siven by Dickstein's
nrofessor, Stenhen Ashford,

Asnford, 45, 1s an Arabist, one of a breed of
Englishmen who fell in love with the Middle Zast in the first half
af this century and expleored, exnlolited, and translated the
rezion. Ashford has now married Eila, a beautiful Lebanese
twenty vears hls juanlor, and settled down as Professor of Semitic
Literature at Oxford. Theyv have a daurhter, Suza, 4,

Dic:stein is 4in love with Eila but does nothinr about
1t. He 18 also contemplating emirratin: to Palestine, David
Rostov encourages him to zo., (In 1347 the USSK was nro-Israel.)
Cortone tells Professor Ashford the storv of how Dickstsin saved
his 1life. Dlcksteln pgoes 1n£o tha zarden, lar—e and over-trown.
There 18 a box hedge of peculliar shape! the acoustics enable on:o
to overhear a3 conversation taxin- place around the corner. what
Dickstein overhears 1s Yasif Hassan, a wealthy Palestinilan

under:zraduste, havins a lovers' aquarrel with =ila,



ONE In 196" a vouns Israell agent in Cairo discovers that
the Lagyptlans are bulldinr a nuclear reactor in the

Western Desert. Before he can resort to Tel Aviv he 1s captured,

interro:ated and killed. However, a doudble agent 1in Egyptlan

Intellisence passes on the news.

TWO There 1s a dispute in the Israell Cabinet. The Hawks
want aton borbe, The Doves ralse two oblections.

(1) The =ffect =iht be to Justify the Russians in xRe 3ivins

the bomb to the Arabs. (1i1) Israel has no supply of uranium.

The Doves nrevail until Plerre Borg, the oafish Guebecols hend

of Mossad, reveals the news frowm Cairo. That answers objection (1i).

Borz also has the answer to (i1) ...

THREE In a kibhutz near the Svyrian horder we agailn meet

Net Dickstein, now 43, our central character. He
dropred out of Oxford to 7o to Palestine, foucht in the wWar of
Independence, and inined Mossad, f>r whom he now worss on Sneclal
Opeorations. He has been shaped by two trausas: hls father's
nergecution by En-liBh Fascists in the 1330s, and his year in
the concentration camns, His assression, his mastery of all winds
»f weapons, and his expvertlise 1in =ilitary tactics -“row out of
a secrat fear that once ar-ain the world will turn oo hix as i: 4id
in 1937 and 1944, Israel is a nrivate, as well as nntional, f{oriress.
He is an uncompromising Zionist, but too brirsht te be a jlnpoist?
he sees the world not in terms of Good Guys and Bad Guve but of
iy People and The Hest, Small, bespectacled and decertively
slender ("like 2 bundle of sticxs 1n a bag” so.:eonc says) he 1s

capable of sudden sava—e violence. He 1s an Intellisent ovnilce



with a Lenny Bruce sense of humour and a deepn-seated sexual block
datiny fro- the camps, where he was the subjisct of ruesone
experiments. He has been nicknaned The Pirante ever since he
arrived in Palestine aboard a boatload of stolen rifles. This
Xibbutz 1s his sniritual home, these people his only familvy.

Plerre Borg arrives and briefs him to steal a quantity
of uranium in such a way that at first it will seem simnlv to have
been lost. The idea 1s thaet the radiation authorities will be 52
embarrassed that at first they will hush the affair up. Later,
when they reallse the stuff was actually stolen, they will be
compronised by thelr own cover-up. Later still, if and when the
cover-un 1s exposed, the trail to Tel Aviv will have gone cold.
Dickstein has his doubts - like the Doves in the Cablnet, he is
uneasy about the contrast between Israel's liberal ideals and
her actual politics - but of course he azrees to d» the Jlob.

Borz also prpnares to put an agzent into the bEzyntian
nuclear nlant. This 1s 2 race! whoever is the first to put

uranium into processing will be the first to have the Borb.

FOUR Dickstein's first move is to penetrate the Brussels

headquarters of buratom, where track 1is :ent of adl
radioactive materials in western turope. First by rosing as 2
Journalist, and later bv subvertin-~ a permit clerk, Dicistein
zains access to the files,

A Kremlin committee discusses the hgvptian reactor.
The Egyvptians, havins berun the nrofect without consuliin- their
Soviet 2llles, are novw askin~ for technical help. The Kusslans
face a dilemnma: they don't want the Arabs to have the Boub, but

i1f there 1s to be an Arab Bowb ther want a Russian fin-er on the



button. So, reluctantlv, they arree tn haln,

In Brussels Dicksteln bumps into Yasif Hessan, the
Oxford lover of Eilla Ashford. Hassan's famlilyvids impoverished:!
thelr businesses were ruilned by the 1947 war and their land was
subsequently expropriated by the Israell governmzent. Hassan o
now works for the Luropean branch of a Lebanese bank., He has
lost his aristocratic demeanour along with his fortune, He
does not reveal to Diciatein the depth of his bitteraness. The
bank Job is a cover! he 18 with Egyptian Intelliuzence. Houtlnelvy,
he reports to Cairo the sighting of an unexplained Israell.
To his surprise Cairc zets quite excited and orders him to put

Dickstein under suprveillance.

FIVE Dickstein visits a nuclear nower statlion and takes

the zuided tour, notin: the security set-up. He
could steal uranium from here, but not without thettheft bein-
noticed immedlately. He will c¢onsider stealing a consi-nnent
in transit. He spots his tall and loses 1it. gf ;::ﬁi;;{!;

The KGB are gettin,; Hassan's renorts fia Caifﬁ, Qﬁé
nanicking. The Pirate is known to be a top Israell operative.
what does Mossad want with nuclear reactors? Moscow and Cairo
irount a Joint operation to find out. To lead the team thevy
choose a senlor KGB man who wa ., at Oxford with Dlc«astein angd
Hassan! David tostov,

nostov has risen to zreat helchts in the Soviet
apparatus by a coabilnation of dilizent Intelligence work and
brilliant internal politicxinsz. By contrast with Dicxstein a~d
Hassan, ne has no burnin: personal :aotivation for what he dnes,
Had he been ®orn in Guildfsrd instead of Smolensi he would aave
done =2qually well in whitshall, He is no less ruthless for bein-

a bureaucrat - indeed, nis detachyont i3 the more chillin-.



SIX Dickstein returns to the Eurator flles, now focussing

hiz attention on shipments. He is be:lnnlng to hatch
a scheme. One of the permits on file is for 200 tons of
vellowcake (crude umanlus ore) to be shipped from Antwers to
Genoa abonrd the mm.v. Coparelll. The owners of the uranium are
F.A. Pedler, & small Gerwnan industrial-chenicals manufacturing
firm based 1n wWiesbaden. The uraniw: is golnsz to Genoa for
non=-nuclear processing,

Dickstein plans to hijack the Coparelli at sea., At
first he proposes t- transfer the uranlum to another ship, but
this turns out to be somewhat chancey: a bix stor: could
Jeopardise the whole oparation. Alternatively, he must slmnly
sall the Corarelll to Israel wlth her carso. But then the theft
could hardly bve keot secret. Or could 1t ... ?

Rostov's team goes to work. At first thev consider
the possibility that Mossad plans to blow up atomie reactors.
Then Rostov says! why was Dicksteln in Brussels? «hat 1s thore
in Brussels thnat connects with nower statlions? Answer: Eurator,

In the Western Desert, Borg's azent arrives, under
the ecover of a security suard. He is appalled at how far

advanced the whole vnroiect 1s.

SEVEN Dickstein has naturallvy made the eonnection betwesn nis
meetinz with Hassan and his tall at the power station.
Trvinz to confirm his susciclion that Hassan is in the 3a:e, he
visits Frofessor Ashford 1in Oxford. Dicxkxsteln is thunderstrucx
when the door 1s opemed by a vworman who anpears to be Lile, not a
day older than she was in 1747. In fact Efla is dend, ant this is

s

her daughter Suza, now 25, From Ashford's replies tn his discrest



questions Dickstein concludes that Hassan 1s indsed 1n the ame.

Dickstein has, therefore, bheen blown, althoush perhaps not fatallw,

Throuzh the Israell Embassy he sends a message to Plerre Bor:.
Rostov and Hassan interrosate Dickstein's Euratom

contact. They conclude that Dicksteln plans to steal uranius -

but what uranium? {ﬁu5 vt -

Rostov's lover

EIGHT Suza and Dicketeln have dinner. He falls for her zs
surely as he fell for her mother. 8till, he has lots
of reasons Por being amblvalent about her!: she's halfl Arab; in
Israel their children wsuld be denled the all-iwportant 'Jewisnt
clagsifications he does not know how rmuch of his emotionisis

really directed at the me-orv of her mother; and anyway, after

twenty yrars on ice he i3 pretty terrified of the whole 1ldee of se

Suza. This 1s 1957, and she helon s to the LSD

,

reneration. She has her mother's startling beauty and her fathor's

soft centre. She 18 warsm, tender and percentive. Initially

fascinated bv the fact that he loved her mother, she co-es Lo
love Dizkstein for his -reat stronsth and hils seeret venkness,
She dopes not intizidate hin with razpant sexuality; hut, once

thev are in bed, she says that thera arc no rales and no secrzsts:

if you are frizhtensd or disqusted or inflaned you can sayv 85, 2ad

vou nust. And he does. All the nuillt and horror of ths ceass
come pouriny out. Suza immedistely and intuitively anderstzands
somethins nobadv else over iknew! the reason thosg Jruesoue
2xneriments froze Dickshteln for so lony was that he found thoy
turned hin on. Suza teachkes hin not tc be ashared.

Meanwhile Rogtov's comnuter brain is at wori. Trrin-

to think llke Dickstein, he decides thrt a visit to Profassor



Aghford is on the cards. Hassan roes to Oxford and confirms that
Dickstein is in England. Rostov puts & watch on the legals at
the Israell Embasey in the hope that one of them will contact

Dickstein.

NIKE Borg Flies in to meet with Dickstein, and due to

Dickstein's precautions the trall is not picked up by
Rostov's pavement artists. Borg reports that Russilan techniciaas
have arrived at the resctor siite in the Western Desert. They
discuss idassan, and decide that the operatlion rust =0 on.

If Borg is a bastard, he's a clever bastard, and he
saases the chanre in Dickstein. Susniclous, he nuts Dickstein
under survelllance. This reveals the liaison with Sura. Bore
disapproves?! In his view it 1s the tension wlthin Dicresteln that
makes the man s0 flerce.

The tall is an Israeli EHrnbassy leizal, so of course
he leads Hostov's pavement artists to Dickstein.

Dicxstein makes 1nquiries at Llovda about Coparelli.
As hs hoped, she is one of & series of identical vessels. Ono
of her slater ships is the =.v, Strombers, Dickstzin will buy
the Stromber:. Thon, when he has hijacked thne Coparelll, he
will paintout her name, re-name her Stromberg, and sall what

appears to be his own ship into Halfa.

TEN The conversations with Lloyds are buzped. DBy

comparing those inguiries with the Euratom file, Rostov
comes up ¥ with the name Coparelli. Now he Xnows what uraniu-
Dicksteln wlll steal. But when, vhere and how?

Dickstelin goes to Buffalo to see Alan Cortone, now



*novm as Don Cortone, Dicksatein needs 4 base from which to

launch his hijack. Cortone supplles one 1in Sicily.

LLEVEN nostov locates the Coparelll in Cardiff and puts a

man aboerd. Hassan announces he has to return to

Cuiro_far interin devriefir.

————_——a

p—

Dicksteln zoes to Zurich and sets u; two liberian
shipping companies. Company A buys a small shio, the G11 Hemilton,
opens an offlce in Hamburg, besins to trade, and buys the Stromber .

Company B exlsts only on paver.

TWELVE The squirrels in Moscow Centre prove their worth,.
They note the sale of Stromberg (routinely renortaed)
and identify Company A as an Israell front. Hostov tells then
to locate the shin.
Dicketeln goes to wileabaden. Acting ag a buver for
the Israell Arny, he places a vast order for pesticides with
F.A. 'edler, the owners of thc urenium, They hesitate. They will
have tos turn thne bulk of thelr manufacturling capaclty over to
this one order. However, 1t 1s a long-term contract, s2nd the

-aryin is zood. Theyv accent.

THIRTEEN Hassan is not in Calro for interirm debriefins, het

is in Benghazi. He 15 a double agent, worzlng
ultimately for PLO. His real masters instruct hil:: to hijack
Coparelll before Dicksteln rets thore. (The PLO can't rake ator
bombs, but thini of the publieity.) Hassan's prioritv, then,
is to find out exactly when and where the hilack is to take nlace,

Rostov'!s squirrels locate Stromber:, and Hostov has i
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busped with a radlo beacon.
Dickstein visits the Jewish owner of & seamen's
employnent a~vency in Antwerp. The Isreell government will shortly

be asking a compulsory favour, he tells the nan. .
Uu

Mot ¥ [Unintelligible]
FOURTEEN Hessan is now out on & 1imb. Rostov does not need :Sellthe UC

to kXnow the exact timing of the hijack! with a bug
on the Stromber~ and & man aboard Coparelli, he is already right
on ton of the situation. So Hasmsszan has to find out all on his
own, and suddenly it's anateur nizht., In desperation he confides
in Ashford, who he knows to be pro-Palestine. Suze overhears
the conversation fro= behlind the box hedgs. Healising that
Dickstein is likely to be killed, she wants desperaiely to w»arn
him « but she does not knov where she is. So she pretends to
Joln forces with Hassan, in the hone that they willl locate
Dicrstein and then Suzas can raise the alar~,

Ashford dredres up Al Cortone froan his mamory.
However, Cortone won't ;iive away secrets te Hassan. But he mipght
to Suza. Hassan and Suza go to Bulfalo together.

Whilr Coparelli is loadin- in Antweru her chlef
enzineer di:ﬁpears, shan~haied bv Dickstein, and 1s replaced,
via the seamen's employment arency, by Dickstein's man Koff,.

The Conarelli salls. VWhile at ses she 1s bousht by

Dicksteint's Comnanv B. oo
Cairo says Suza is agent. [Unintelligible]
Cocen (qu Yk - ,_ua,.,\,b ol e b ey Mmem
FIFTEEN Suza sees Cortone. He nows she is who she savs she
i1s, becamse he remerbers her lookalike mother, Also,
Dickstein hags told him he is in love with her, All thne sane hels

not coin~ to a3ive her the Sicilian address just 1lie that. But
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Hassan rapes Suza.

Dickstein: Again Hassan has taken my
the Dickstein team cannot be reaghgd, by phonc. So Cortone

announces he will take Suza there.
When thay arrive the Strombers has just sallsd.
Hasgsan kills Cortone. Hassan and Suza rendervous with Lostov.

They now trust Suza because ctho l=2d them to Sicilv.

SIXTEEN Hostov and Suza board a Pfast Polish merchant vessel,
the Karla, crewed by KGB heavies, But the heavies
are only insurance! Rostov's nlan is to collide with Dickstein's

shipn arter the theft has taken place, The hijack will be exposcd

international scbarrassrment ag well as fouling up their nuclear

schere,
Sixteen
Swwicewn © Hassan also sets sail, from Annaba on the Algerian

cdatt, shoard a PLO ship. EKnowin: when and whire the Stroubers
denarted, Hassan is able to flsure out whem the earllicst possible
nonent for Dicistein's hifack, and get there a day before.
Lrypt's reactor moes operational. Bor:'s agent
sabotazes it, ~ainin- a féﬁ nrecious dnys.
A
SEYERTERN Aboard the Coparelli, encgineer Koff rizs a breakdown
and announces that the ship will have to be towed to
port for repairs. The captain cables the owners - now, of course,
Dickstein's Company B, The Gil Ha1ilton, waitin: in tho viginite,
heaves=to and takes the crew off the Coparelll, leavin; onl- o
nandful of azents, Koff himself, and Rostov's man who nldes in =
lifeboat, (The crew are to be taken to the next port of call and
neld off.)

The point of all this ia to clear the wavy Lfor Dicxsteln

But why is Dickstein's life in danger?
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& Co. However, it also clears the way for Hassan and the PLO,

Seventeen
N ELevT i
FIGHTEEN The PLO hijtack nov ~oes off vdry s~oothly. Unfortunatelw
-
for Hassan, the Coparelli is still disabled, so he_wgfzﬁ“”
. S ‘-‘Ll . T -
can't o anywvhers with his uraniu:, T ypain W Pﬁwf“ﬂ e
‘ ’ ( ~ ‘yf;w)*“ﬂfJ;:”’w#ka
Rostov's man, hidden in the lifeboat, rerorts the va*w,mﬂhf'
Vi \
{ —1
hifacik to the Karla, Rostov doecan't want the PLO to have the ’{;

aranium - the USSR gets nothin~ out of theot deal. Suza cones ucn
with a srart 1dea. Radio to Dickstein aboerd the Strorsbers, she
says, Pretend to be a survivor from the PLO hijlack. wWarn

Dickastein, Bl N Eighteen

Hoontov does so., . Forewarned, Dicxstein is avle to win

“%

hack the Conarelli and send the PLO team to Davv Jones's locke
Pitthor Wil WiCun

Dickstein kills Hassan.
NINDTEEN  Now Dicksteln's plan roes ahesd., Th: Strombers and

the Coparelli switch identities! nanes, 1lo:ig, cvervhila,
The Coparelll is reppired. (Strorherg was of course carpvin~ thoe
nacessarv spare nart,) The Stromber~ is scutiled., The Coparelldi,
now called Skrambers ﬁut 3ti1l earryin: the uraniur, sails for
Hairn, Vot h”iw} NPTy SR) N VP nga tr}{ing to contact

» Dickstein.

The Coparellil has vanished off the face of the earth.
But -~ and here cores the si:art bit - nobodvy cares, Dicikstein has
houitht her and nald cash monsv, The craw has been Haild off,
> insurers have not been presonted with a clails,

vho will +iss the uraniu? The Genoa processors have
received 2 cable warning then of an indefinitc deddy. F,A, Pedlor
have recaelved 2 chgque for the value of thelr undelivered czar-o,

#when they inguire, they will find thst the shinpers have dizsarpoared,

Whiee  dadk the Munagj,l oy }‘ﬂw\ :

Where did the message come from?



If they are Iinclined to nress the matter, thelr bi-sest customer,
the Israell Army, will quietlv advise then to drop it.
So, perfect.

hxcapt for Rostov, the Karla, and Suzea,

TWENTY The Polish ship sets a collision course Tor Coparelll.
At ~reat risik to hersclf, Suza zets on the radio and
warnsg _Dickstein. Unable to outrun the RKarla, Dicksteln doubles

alone Avong

backL. attacis while Sugza lishts a diversionary fire abonrd tho

U, krbein Dickstein
farla, There 1is a pltched battle, KGB versus Hossad, with Suza
in the :iddle. The Israelis win. They put the survivin- Hussiozns
in a rowins boat, s8ink the Karlsa, and sail into Halfa covered

-~

with slory, o Mehe b Vo ey W - \QU‘MW’)'
[Unintelligible] Vad b O Vel s t’J S (e
LPILOGHE In 1973 the Israelis, leosins the Yor Kippur #ar,
threaten to use their bomb. The threat persundes the
USA ¢t» airlift conventional weanons tz thern.
Now the Lgyotlians are lozln:g, and thov décéde to use
thels borb. The nusslans refuse to press the bution. They are
subsequently expelled from Lgvwmt, and take their bomb mith thon,
Dici3tein and Suza's first child is born.
Rty ¢ ;t\;\“; OT P (PP 1 R ks st
[Unintelligible]



M :

\, W\\&H«L‘IS Was uphwwpw.\}.
Oim'ﬂr\s M&um&m,an War | Sutdad
M) e R o (e wd tikd ad Mikawd
Nok  Whdin  wlo ad & «Lcwn».mw; flace . Agrees, fov divakian
b © WA T G VI A m‘t.\bnr'd wade, rhj wlilh W, cnw.dnmlu’h
‘Mr&u‘uwn&.ﬂ L -

1.Amuw~jwp\m@m,mmwwhmh
bk [ ki e A e )

The PWLL%,A»MWL, u}\ﬂﬂw.“\.ﬂ'uw-w_
L R R
N I N i =T M S PR Ry
S R R A R
T R S P

T, MMI\E \’b\lm? .

b Bl s Gl Wi
PN

for .
Toakill !
“wll T d Wea Uiy, (wj 0»7_{'

4

Epilogue

1. Story of the 73 War up to turning-point.
Pierre Borg blamed for not foreseeing war. Sucked.
Real [unintelligible]: Rostov went to Cairo and sniffed out Mahmoud.
Nat Dickstein called out of retirement to take Borg's place. Agrees, for duration.
War Cabinet meeting: Do we drop the bomb?
Dickstein: Let's tell the U.S. we'll drop it unless they airlift us conventional [unintelligible].

- And that is what they do.

2. A similar meeting took place in Cairo. The Russians refused to press the button (or had disarmed the
bombs).
The President of Egypt and his wife. It's all over. They've won - permanently. They've got a bomb. But what
about the refugees? Like the Welsh - they'll throw bombs for a thousand years, but they'll be the loosers. I'll
have to make peace. Five years maybe, but it's uncertain. Wife: I give thanks to God.

3. Dickstein's baby.
What shall we call him.
[Unintelligible]
[Unintelligible] Isn't that an Arab name?
Yes.
Why [unintelligible]?
"Well," said Dickstein, "that's a long story."





