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E.uf,mgton, :ia.�. 20515 

April 24; 1979 

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue and Tenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

-��!: !"�
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0.L.../i.. 
I am writing in behalf of my constituent, :f\/ · $iff&Si,who contacted me regarding his terrifying 

experience during the release of the two Electronic Data 
Systems C:Orporation (Elli) employees from the Gasre Prison 
in· Iran. 

I have enclosed a letter from ihich 
describes what he and other americans experienced due to 
Mr. Perot's actions to free the EU5 employees. 
1'.Uuld like the Department of Justice to conduct an mvest1-
gation of the incident. I understand the Department has 
the authority to investigate the matter since there may have 
been a violation of a law which forbids private individuals 
from mol.Ulting an expeditionary force against a foreign 
country. 

I would appreciate being infonned of any actions 
which have been or will be taken in regard to the Elli incident 
in Iran. I hope to hear from you at your earliest convenience. 
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S ly, 

&�cu£:-
im Courter 

(/Member of Congress 
1"\c-�,rc:- ('IC' ' ,..�tSLA T!VE

11 APR 25 197�
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Honorable Jim Courter 
�ember of Congress 
Washington D.C. 20515 

De2� Congressman Courter; 

April 10,. 1979 

Your interest, as evidenced in your March J0,.1979 letter,. to 

determine what was the result of' actions performed by H. -�_os_s· Perot

which affected Americans•living and work�ng in Iran is greatly ap­

preciated •. 

Attached hereto is,. to the best of my ability,. an attempt to 

assemble and reconstruct the chronology and events of my last week 

in Tehran. 

Because newE correspondents residing in_Tehran were registered 

guests at the Intercontinental Hotel,.much of what I have �repared 

haE �ever h�retofore been published. 

I am hopeful that this m3y assist you in dealing with the State 

Denartment and Deuartment of Justice .. 
- . 

Another area which you may address,. if you will, is the problem 

of penalities associated with extension requests for IRS purposes. 

I, as well as hundred� of others, .left all personal belongings, save 

fo� some clothes, in Iran. These belongings included tax records 8nd 

o��er data required to properly complete 1040 forms •

A review of IRS policy, in light of the fact that c0nditions were 

such that we were "evacuated'' .. A complete review of IRS treatment for 

evacuees would be in order. 

I should also like to compliment you on your recent vote against 

gi-.ing OPEC financial assistance •. 
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CONCERNING. TRT.'AT�·•ENT OF EXPATRIATES JN J 0A"1 DUP.TNG FJ;'9RUARY 11-16� 107q 
ititil--w*i<i}i! it-'.:·--t:·-' .. *** 

Backroundi Some 96 Americans employed hy Am�rican BeJl 

In�ernational Inc.(ABII) moved from their private r�sidences to the 

Hyatt Crown Hotel· in Tehrarr,. Iran on January 25, 1079� 

On February B •. a contingent of ABII p�rsonnel left on a �A�S 
I 

flight, leaving nine employees anrl tv-10 dependents to wind-down•· 

our compant- business.. There were apnroxima tely 70 per�on� at 

the hotel including German, French, Swiss, and BeJFium· an� o+her 

Ar-erican expatriates. Included were emPloyeP-s of Fan-Am rP�idinp 

at the hotel; one guest was Chief pilot for Pan-A�, 

who had arrived to a��ess condi tion-s at rtP.hra"'ad airoort f0r 

future Pan-Am activity. 

The Story: February 10, curfew wa� called for 4:JO p.m. 

This curfew hour �as announced at 2:00 p.m. and c�usAd a �ood a�al 

of·· ccnfusion and threa �eninp- activities at al 1 strP.et in t 0r�P-�ti onf'. 

(Iranians were as interested in ·e + tinf off the �treet� by 4:JO as 

were the expatriates.) 

The Ayatollah Khomeini lat 0r urged t�-e nation to di�o�ov thee 

curfew and martial law authorities. 

throughout Tehran an� blockades to be establi�hed t�at nig�t at manv 

s�reet intersections,. v:e avoi0e('! the� '"' when reu0r .... ing· to our 

work location at Sh�h Abha� and eth Street at ab�ut 8:00 A.�. on 

Sunday February 11, At 10:JO that mornin� we were a0vi�ed ta 

return to the hotel a� soon as no��ibl 0; we did �� a�id �unfire. 

Gang� of excited thu�s wer8 drivin� a1�ng the streets with �+irks 

and f'ome arms. 

About 4:00 P.M. we learned that the Bahktiar gov�r��Ant had 
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� and that t�e army had rPfu�ed tb fjp .. ,:-.. ('T'h e"P. wP.rP
-· ... '\.. -� >--

/{g'�ent blackouts'e nd no En� lish- �pP.a kin� new� br oan�?. �ts,

✓ /i mformation was o bt ained fr om thP. hotel staff.) 

"'h

e 

About ?100 P
.

N
. a h andful of young armed I

ra nians ar rjv ed

at the hotel and threatened to burn t� e  l obby o f  the 
H
ya

t t and

d ·stroy t. he Evin Ho tel.(The Ev in Hotel wa� basica ll y a m
il itar y

dom icile ,nd wa� loca ted only 300 f
eet fr o m  th� 

Hyatt). Som e-

how, the g
roup w aP d iFsu aded from sett inP f ire t o  t�e lo bb y and 

left •. 

A t  2145 A.Y.., Mon day mornin �  I was a w ak ene n  b y  muc �  s hoo�in� .

including machin? gunfire. 
1 was in my room (1 6 10 ) wh ic h over-

lo oked the Evin Prii=-o n, 
loca ted about 1 50

0 

y ards norith o f  thP 
Hya tt ·�

This hea vy  sh oo ting cont inuen until day break. At that noint , l 

cou ld see a�bu)
ances ar ri ving, mo v'ng into t.he jai

l 

comnound ?nn +a Y .ing

injure d out. A
t 

th e  s
::1me time, t

he bunkers, wh i

ch 
I e bserv erl, 

contained wea pons a nd ammunition, were be
i

n17 overr u n  b:'-' n eop ]e. 

They.were also swarming over the urison e r ounds i n  w ha t I per­

c eive d  . to be an effort to finn r� iaoners. 

J
ust before nine o'cl ock, that fonday morn i ng, I 

WPn t 

t� 
the

lobby t o  me et three Iranians, e mploy�d by F r\ce-�atPrh
ou s e, to 

di�cuss plans for tak ing ov e r  �he uac k
i

ng and �hipp i

ng o f e m
­

ployee's goods w h ich had b
eco me my n0n -t e

l

ep hone \· 1ork a��
i

P-n­

�e
n
t. W

e were interrup
te d  inou

r t
al ks �

Y 
th

0 a
r riv-1 

o
f fiv e  

ar �ed ycung men who were �rrea min �  a �  t h e hotel m an a�Pmen t.

One o f  my thrPe Ir ani ene who .i <!'ined t.ha + p-r('lup, an n  returne
n +o 

rr.e saying that the ar med·men were 
lo ok

i

n g  for two Amer iaa n s  •.,• h ("I  haci

escaped from priFon. Th, arme d  Ir a ni ans de man d ed to searc��t

h
e 

lobby and ho te l
. 

My Ir anian con�acts later l ef
', an� I re turned 

to �y roo m  aft e r  w arnin� oth er Americ ans (b y  �otel n h
0ne ) no

t 

to

v isit the lob by •.
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srmed �or�rs were e�corted by t�e �0��1 people throu�h
� i

,. __.,.�� & 

and although they did not enter any of the rooms, 

door was opened. I had been joined by three other A�TJ 

Am"'rir.ans and an Iranian employed hy ABII-. At aboui; 11 sOO A.M. 

shootinR began on the Evin Hotel side of the Hyatt� ( My room 

:f2.ced the nor+h, and the Evin Hotel waf' slightly south ana • 0ast 

of the Hyatt and could be viewed :from the hall windows). 

Fearful that bullets woulrl injure us in the hallway, +he 

five of us returned to my room to observe the activities a• t�e 

Evin Prison. Everyone. women and children included, possessed 

weapons� We could witne�a�all the activities through bino­

culars as well as thR naked eye. Abeu+ 11sJO hundred5 �f the Iranians 

who had been along the Evin road hepan running down ��P laner 

and commenced shooting at the windows on the north �ide. (We 

later discovered that the entire hotel had been under siep� from 

all sides)�- The Iranian ABII employee went into the hallway 

and later disappeared while the �our of us creut into t�e bath­

room and remained there praying while t�e shoo+ine continued·. 

The windows to my room were shot out and buJle+ franientE' ri-

cccheted from the ceiling an� wall� �overinv my bed and floor with 

glass and debris. 

The shooting out�ide subsided sornewhat an� abou� one 

o'clock we cou"d hear some runfire within the ho+el� We �nrideri 

if we were to die, we would do �o, not in a b�throorn but as �en. 

We could hear voices and doors being kicked along th� 16+h floor, 

and when we detected them outside room 1610, we onened tho door, 

ra:�ed rur hands and indicated, by sayin� 11 Bali, Bali, Bali", 

that we were anxious to talk. The man,who appearerl +he 1e8rler
1

of the team placed a bayonet in my Ftomach and aFked if I want�� 

to return to America. I averred that I did, and my thr0e comrades 

state,� their des ire to al �o 1 eave Iran. We were then to J d that 
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join our"?}4ends". We accompaniP.d � ·roards to the J ohby 

saw that all expatriates had been convened there. Whi]e we 

were under armed surveillance, the rooms of aJJ guests were 

searched, looted, .and ransacked�. 

Through a ruse,.I was able to place a cal] to my wife in 

New J�r$�t to imform her of 0ur oredicament and to urge her to 

ccntact ABII coroorate headquarters in South Plainfield. After 

that, no further communicatfo�-was made by me to America. 

During the �arly evening, representativP.s of tre Freneh, 

and German embassies visited the hotel totalk to their country­

men� Americans, howe�er, were registered with sr�e Irania� 'offjcial' 

by name and number� He questioned why we had not hPen r"ntac+ed 

or visited by the American embassy. Obviously, we did no� know. 

L2ter (about 9:00 P.�.), we were taken individually bv Rrm 0d puard 

to our respective rooms and warned to re�ain there until rnornin?; 

, the warnin r- indicated that we would be shot if found in -the ha], -

ways. During that nifht, sporadic shoo+ing �cntinued outei�e 

north and AaEt of the hotel site� 

Sometime durinF- Tuesday morninf, I w�s able to D]ac 0 2 caJJ 

to the American emba·EflY: I talked to "a" co] onel Warren wrn in­

dicated that no one knew wha+ Hae occurrin� at the Hya+t. I 

l2ter talked to a friend, an employee of B�ll Helicopter �+aying 

at the Hilton, Who sta+ed that they also had been under rire 

anc we�e experiencing the same treatment� 

We attempted to carry on somP bu�inPF� int�� J0bhy wj+h 

ce�tain IranianP who w ·re oerm5ttPd to enter the hot�l nrovi�ed 

th�y remain in .the lobby. 

t�e Ir2nian ABII em�loyee, w�om we had earlier 1�arned wP� a 

me�bPr of Sava�. I had previou�ly disoo�ed of his at+acrP c2�e 

and'w2lkie-talki�• for fnar of imoJication�. He too� the oa�s­

port out in his �hoe because he was a rersona] friend 
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Radio prorrarn� were beinr, transmitted through the hoteJ•� 

loudspeakrr �y�temi ThP pro�rams con+ainA➔ reli�ious music, 

reliFious talks, new� �nnouncemPnts and orders, aJl jn The -f?.r�i 

12.nguar-e. 

Wednesday afternoon, whi�e Fitting in +he Jobhy, w0 WPre 

advised by C'ne of tr.e puar�C" tha-t the American emb;3::-�y wa� ovor­

�akenand that Amba�sador Sullivan �aF aorisoner. We wAr0 Jater 

i�formed of the murder o� the Amba�sador to Af�hanistan. 

During these days, the bunkers and h4llsi�es were st111 

swarming with Iranians obtaininp arms 2.nd arrmuni t �on. They a J so 

There WP.re frequent explosions at t�e �risen t�at. rat+Jed t�e hotel. 

We sat i� location3 wherein we would not be �it by t�r chand­

.eliers, if they feJl; the ar�ed �uards wer� F+ill nat.ro]Jinp +�e 

lobby and the mezzanine and s�e�ed unper+ur�ed hy the explo�ions. 

r,;e2.nwhile, the Ayatollah anno11nced tha + aJ J the arms �hC'uld 

be turned in to the revolu�;onary authorities. Pos�es�ion o� 

2.rrr.s, he said, was 'haram', a taboo un'1P.r rslaJJ1ic l3w. 

This declaration caused the revolutionaries to clo�� off 

the Evin Road lea�ing to the prison� 

Thursday morning found hundrods of Iranian� alcn� the 

Ve�ek �xpressway wishin� to visit the prison site, but WPr0 not 

per�itted to do so. �any of our revolutionary euards had lP�t 

the hot�l,lPavirg only a handftil to vatch over us.

About noon, we were advised tr return to our room� bec?.use 

it •nas felt that ar--sembled crowds would in•.•?.riP the:-hotel'". �\le were 

·t61� that the crowds suspected that a secret tunnel connected

the prison to the hotel and that thehotel via: owned hy the Shah

and wa� alle�ed to be a SavaK heariquarters. We returned tr our

-r ----- · --• 
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and I watc-0 the crowd move toward �o+.el·. '-' SevP.ral 

then appeared and turnery away the �rowd. The °t'an�ful 

of �uards was reinfbrc 0d considerably later tha� afternoon� 

I had been requested 'l'-y ABII higher manafement to takP. what­

eve� �teps were necessary to evPcuate pP.rsonnel fr0m the country. 

On t.liursday evening, I was adviser'! by the Pan-Am people that a 

707 was due into Tehran the next morning from Bahrain tn �vacua�e 

fan-Am personnel�' I was told that if I could arrange trans­

portati66o�o the airport the ABII people could he ulaced on thi� 

special flight� 

Discussions with th� Iranian guards that evening produc�d 

agreement that we could leave.the hotel and u�on payment of over 

12,000 rials I managed to obtain guard� to accomnany u� to �he 

airpcrt". 

At about four in the morning (Friday, Feb� 16 I wa� ap:�in 

a•,12.kened by gunfire. I had planned to meet· Americans a 1- about 

5:JO for a six o'clock departure. In fact, I arranv0d for +he 

cof:ee shop to be opened for tea for the Iranian�guards an� 

ora�ge juice and coffee for the departing Americ�ns. Shortly 

after six o'clock we left in a nine car convoy (ABII vehicle�} 
• .  

and after stopping several times at checkpoints we arrived at

r(eh::-abad.

After several hours of waiting, being searcehed and many 

pas�port checks we boarded the plane and left about 1:20 P.�. ror 

Several days after my return to America, I le�rned about the 

escane nlot made by H. Ross Perot� The release o� two of hi� P�-

fro� the Qsar prison was probably the c2use of +�e problAms we en­

countered-�. Communications, bein� what they •rere, possibly c2u�ed +-i.,p 

Iranians to believe that we were harboring the e�capees and that all 

Xmericans remaining behind were CIA operatives·� 




