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The Honorable Griffin B. Bell

Attorney General of the United States A o
Department of Justice R e
Constitution Avenue and Tenth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530 ABLR
Dear Mr. Bell: {) S

I am writing in behalf of my constituent ,/SHEECrremmmonm
‘ § who contacted me regarding his terrifying
experience during the release of the two Electronic Data
Systems Corporation (EDS) employees from the Gasre Prison

in Iran.

would llke the Department of Justice to conduct an mvestl-
gation of the incident. I understand the Department has
the authority to investigate the matter since there may have
been a violation of a law which forbids private individuals
from mounting an expeditionary force against a foreign
country.

I would appreciate being informed of any actions
which have been or will be taken in regard to the EDS incident
in Iran. I hope to hear from you at your earliest convenience.

Sinceyely,

& z‘,, é;/@

im Courter
Member of Congress
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April 10,.1979

Honorable Jim Courter

Femver of Congress X o g
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Courters;

Your interest, as evidenced in your March 30,.1979 letter,. to
detarmine what was the result of actions performed by H. Ross Perot
which affected Americans: living and working in Iran is greatly ap-
preciated..

Attéched hereto is,. to the best of my ability,. an attempt to

assemble and reconstruct the chronology and events of my last week

in Tehran.

Because news correspondents residing in Tehran were registered
guests at the Intercontinental Hotel, . much of what I have prepa;ed
has riever ha2retofore been published.

I am hopeful that this m3y assist you in dealing with the State
Devariment and Department of Justice..

4nother area which you may address,. if you will, is the problem
of tenalities associated with extension requests for IRS purposes.,.

I, zs well as hundreds of others,.left all personal belongings, save
fcr some clothes, in Iran., These belongings included tax records and
otrer data required to properly complete 1040 forms.

A review of IRS polic&, in 1light of the fact that ccnditions were

sucn that we were "evacuated”.. A complete review of IRS treatment for

evzcuees would be in order.

I should also like to compliment you on your recent vote against

giving OFPEC financial assistance..
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" REPORT TO HCNCTABLE J.A. CCURTER, MEMBTR OF CONGRESS;
CONCERNING. TRFATMENT OF EXPATRIATES TN TPA™ DURTNG FFRRUARY 11-16, 1970

HRLEAPLRBRRALES
Backround: Some 9€ Americans employed by American Bell
In<ernational Inc.(ABII) moved from their private r~sidences to the

Hyatt Crown Hotel in Tehram, Iran on January 25, 1Q79,

On February 8,. a contingent of ABII personnel left on a MATS
flight, leaving ;ine employees and two dependents to wind-down-
our company business. There were aporoximately 70 persons at
the hotel including German, French, Swiss, and Belgium and other

American expatriates. Included were employees of Pan-Am residing

2%t the hotel; one guest was ki pilot for Pan-Am,
who haé arrived to ascess conditions at Fehra*rad airvort fer
fuiture Pan-Am activity.

The Story: February 10, curfew was called for 4:30 p.m.

This curfew hour was announced at 2:00 p.m. and caused a good dec2l
of cenfusion and threa*ening activities at all street intersertionr.
(Iranians were as interested in -etting off the streets by 4:30 as
were the expatriates.) :

The Ayétollah Khomeini later urged t*e nation to diso%»ev thec
curfew and martial law authorities. Thirf prompted fires *0o he rot
threoughout Tehran an3d blockades to be established trat night at many.
street intersections,.vwe avoided thes~ when revcr*ing to our
work location at Shah Abh»as and €th Street at about 8:00 A,M. on
Sunday February 11, At 10:30 that mornin~ we were advised to
return to the hotel as soon as nocssible; we did << arid gunfire.
Cangs of excited thugs were driving alonz the streets with sticks

and some arms,

About 4:00 P.M, we learned that the Bahktiar =overrment had
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“fgd”and that ?}%_army had refused tb fif

¥/ (Theve were
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ésbent blackouts and no English-speaking news broadcacts, The
’f/;:;orm'tion was obtained from the hotel staff,)

Avout 7:00 P.NM, a handful of young armed Iraniang arrived
at the hotel and threatened to burn the lobby of the Hyatt and
d stroy the Evin Hotel,(The Evin Hotel was basically a military
domicile ~nd was located only 300 feet from th~ Hyvatt). Some-
ﬁow. the group was dissuaded from settine fire to the lobby and
left..

At 2:45 A.Mi. Monday morning I was awakened by much shooting,
including machine gunfire. I was in my room (1610) which over-
looked the Evin Priron, located about 1500 vards norkh of the Hyatt.
This heavy shooting continued until daybreak, At that weoint, I
could see amrbulances arriving, moving into the jail compound =nd *aking
irjured out, At the same time, the bunkers, which I ebserved,
contained weapons and ammunition, were being overrun by neople.
They. were also swarming over the priscn grounds in what I per-
ceived to te an effort to find rriaoners.

Just before nine o'clock, that Mondazy morning, I went teo the
lobby to meet three Iranians, employed by Price-Yaterhouse, fo
discuss plans for taking over the packing and chipping of em=
ployee’s gﬁods which had become my non .-telephone work assien-
ment. We were inierrupted inour talks »v the arriv-1 eof five
armed ycung men who were srreamine at the hotel management,

Cne of my three Iraniand who jéiﬁed that group, and returned to

me saying that the armed men were looking for two Amerieans wha had
escaped from prison, The armed Iranians demanded to search-the
lobby and hotel, My Iranian con*acts later lef*, an® I returned

to my room after warning other Americans (by hotel nhone) not to

visit the lobby..
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Zrmed for¢es were escorted by the ho%~1l people through
Ay
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5tel and althbuéh they did not enter any of the rooms,
Zach door was openeds I had been joined by three other ARTT
Amcricans and an Iranian employed by ABII, At abkout 11:00 A.M,
shooting began on the Evin Hotel side of the Hyatt., ( My room )
faced the north, and the Evin Hotel was slightly south and ‘east
of the Hyatt and could be viewed from the hall windows).

Fearful that bullets would injure us in the hallway, the
five of us returned to my room to observe the activities a+ the
Evin Prison. Everyone, women and children included, possessed
weapons’, We could witnessrail the activities through bino-
culars as well as the raked eye. About 11:30 hundredsecf the Iranians
who had been along the Evin road began running down the lanec
and commenced shooting at the windows on the north s=ide, (We
latier discovered that the entire-hotel had been under siege from
all sides)s. The Iranian ABII employée went into the hallway
and later disappeared while the four of us creot into the bath-
room and remained there praying while the shootineg continued,
Th2 windows to my room were shot out and bullet frasments r%r
cccheted from the ceiling and walls coverine my bed and floor with
glass and debris,

The shooting outside subsided somewhat an” about one
o'clock we cou"d hear some gunfire within the hotel, We doacided
if we were to die, we would do <o, not in a bathroom hut as men.
We could hear voices and doors being kicked along the 16+h floor,
and when we detected them outside room 1610, we ovened the door,
raiced cur hands and indicated, by sayine " Bali, Bali, Ba21li",
that we were anxious to talk. The man,who appeare? the leader,
of the team placed a bayonet in my stomach and asked if I wanicd
to return to America. I averred that I did, and my three comrades

stz2te” their desire to also leave Iran. We were then told that




d join our"g}éends“. We accompanied tﬁ%”puards to the lohby
4 saw that all expatriates had been convened there. While we
were under armed surveillance, the rooms of all guests were
searched, 1ooted..énd ransacked'..

Through a ruse,.I was able to place a call to my wife in
New Jersey to imform her of ocur vpredicament and to urge her *o
ccntact ABII coroorate headquarters in South Plainfield, After
that, no further communicatifon-was made by me to America.

During the early evening, representatives of the Freneh, Swiss
and Cerman embassies visited the hotel totalk to their country-
men, Americans, howerver, were registered with scme Iraniar ‘'official’
by néme and rumber., He questioned why we had nect heen contacted
or visited by the American embassy. Obviously, we did no* Xknow,
Later (about 9:00 P.M.), we were taken individually byv armed fuard
to our respective rooms and warned to rermain thkere until morning;

. the warninr~ indicated that we would be shot if found in *he hall-
ways. During that night, sporadic shooting eccontinued outsice '
north and east of the hotel sitev

Sometime during Tuesday morning, I w=s able to mlace 2 c3all
to the American embassy; I talked to "a” co]oﬁel Warren whn in-
dicated that no one knew what* mzc occurring at +the Hyvatt, I
later talked to a friend, an employee of Bell Helicopter s*aving
at the Hilton, Who sta*ed that thev also had been under fire
anc were experiencing the same treatment,

We attempted to carry on some business in tha lobbv with
certain Iranians who w re oermjtted to enter the hotel crovided
they remain in .the lobby. I furnished to one,the massoort of
the Iranian ABII emvrloyee, whom we had earlier learned wa~ a
merber of Savalk., I had previously disvosed of his attache care
and'welkie-talkie' for frar of imolications. He took the pacs—

port out in his shoe because he was a rersonal friend of Mr,
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arian,

Radia prorrams were being transmitted through the hotel's
loudspeakcr sy=tem.s The proerams contained religious music,
religious talks, news announcements and orders, all in the farei
language,

Wednesday afternoon, while sitting in the Jobhy, we were
advised by cne of the fFuarfe that the American embarFsy was over-
takenand that Ambargador Sullivan wap‘anrisoner. We were later

/
irformed of the mﬁrder af the Ambassador to Afghanistan.

During these @ays, the bunkers and hillsides were still
swarming with Iranians obtaining arms a2nd ammunition, They 2lso
appeared to ~e cearchihg:the hillsides for God knows what;

There were frequent explosions at the bprison that rattled thé hotel.
We sat in locations wherein we would not be hit by the chand-
.eliers, if they fell; the armed guards were =till natrolling the
lobhy and the mezzanine and seemed unperturked hy tre explosions,

Mieanwhile, the Ayatollah annovncad that all]l the arms sheuld
be turned in to the revolu*ionary authorities, fossession o5
2rms, he said, was 'haram', a taboo under TIslamic law,

This declaration caused the revolutionaries to close off
the Evin Road lea”ing to the prison:

Thursday morning found hundreds of Iranians alcng the
Varnek Zxpressway wishing to visit the prison site, but were not
vermitted to do so. Many of our revolutionary guards had le*t
the hotel,leavirg only a handful to watch over us;

About noon, we were advised tr return to our rooms because
it was felt that assembled crowds would invade the~hot2l. We were
‘told that the crowds suspected that a secret tunnel connected

the prison to the hotel and that thehotel was owned b»y the Shah

and wars alleged to be a SavaK headquarters, We returned te our
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) and 1 watc@ the crowd move toward #hJe hotel., Several

ed mullahs then appeared and turned away the erowd, The handful
of guards was reinforced considerably later that afternoon’

; had been reguested ty ABII higher manargement to take what-
ever steps were neéessary to evmcuate personnel from the country.
On thursday evening, I was advised by the Pan-Am people that a
707 was due into Tehran the next morning from Bahrain tn evacuate
Fan-Am personnel.’ I was told that if I could arrange trans-
portatidnoto the airport the ABII people could he placed on this
special flight.

Discussions with the Iranian guards trat evening produceéd
agreement that we could 1eave'thelhotel and upon payment of over
12,000 rials I managed to obtain guards to accompany us *o *he
airperty )
| At about four in the morning (Friday, Feb,)) 16 I was again
awa¥ened by gunfire, I had plarined to meet Americans at about
5:30 for a six o'clock departure., In fact, I arraneged for thre
coffee shop to be opened for tea for tke Iraniansguards and
orarge juice and coffee for the departing Americ»ns, Shortly
after =six o'clock we left in a nine car convoy (ABII vehicles)
and after stopping several times at chéékpoints we arrived at
Nekrabad.

After several hours of waiting, being searcehed and many

passpori checks we boarded the plane and left about 1:20 P.M. for

Frankfort.,

Several days after my return to America, I ledrned about the
esczpe plot made by H. Ross Perot, The release of two of his em-
frcm the Qsar prison was probably the cause of the pfoblems we en-
countereds. Communications, being what they vere, possibly caused *he

Irarnians to believe that we were harboring the escapees and that all

Kmericans remaining behind were CIA operatives:






