


1 January

Yens, Elaine gave nme another diary for Christmas, asn't that a hig sueprisae?
This one's hournd in leather with gold-leaf lettering on the spine, and it can be
locked shut with a little gilver key, Very cute, but I wanted an electric shavee,
I''s writing this down ant Dad's place, which ias where I jut last vear's diary
when I stoppel keeping it, It's been here n}) thiy time, in the secret hidey-hole
of my vouth - the place where I kept illiecit sweets ond purloined chocolate biseuits
until they went wouldy, {wver the years my hidey-hole has councealed a book of
dirty pictures I found on the pavement at a bus stop; love netes fromw Gillian
tacManners, » jrepubescent blonde who worshipped me from the house across the road;
the five-pound note 1 stole from Mr Jackson the history teacher and never spent (I
felt go guilty about it that in the end I put the money in a collecting~tin on
Poppy Day); a naekot of Durex T hourht at the barber's when Y waa fiyteen and had

ro hape on earth of anv opportunity to use them; some blaskphemous occeult books

I read, with a great sense of wickedness, during wy black mapgie nhase; and, in liuter

years, the o'd copy of Ilayboy or Knave for lonely nights,

Now, hawever, it contains my 1974 diary, kept for a mere four months which may
turn out to hove heen the most inportant four monthw of my life, Reading through it
I wivce #t my hlindress, my clurmsiness, and my many faux vaifs, In some ways, very
little has changed - Barry, Joe, Sonja and Elaine are still in ny life - but my
attitudes have saltered a lot,

I thirk I look ifferent, too, Mothing dramatic, ravhe, There's no grey in
vy hair, but I have it cut shorter, The face is ruch the soune: flut none, sallow
checks that have to be shaved twice a day, swmnll eurs, big grin, stop looking in the
pirror, it's vain, I dreas better, though I have to be careful not to look flash
in the office, For work I wear good suits, well cut Lut plain and sober. The
velvet jackets and 8ilk shirts are for weeckends, And I've stopped wearing those
high~heeled shoer with platform soles: five foot six inches is a prorfeetly decent
height and I ro longer wvant to be higher,

Yes, Barry is still iwn wy life, About once a wonth I bring hore something for
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all the

him: research recddts, naps and plane of/¥xeinux rescarch stations, pen—portraits
of verinus senior civil servante, anvthirg that comes my way abiout nuclear
submarines and other weeponry, The payments vory froa £300 to about £1,000, Ve
rarely meet, and our dead letter hox - which used to bhe the toilet at the Lamb and
Flag - has changed half a doren times, He's dropped the pretence of working for an
internetional mining consortinm as a management consultant, There's rno doubt he's
working for the lisajians, though he'a rever actuanlly said se,

Nothing ever came of the Y,1.,5 scare, and I'v now quite sure it s a routine

check, We never heard any more about the unsightly Mr Jakes. I don't think I

really needed to Wick the diry bhakit., Y'm going to start again,

3 Jamuarv

Back home in Kenton, f course, the other thing that happered during 1974 was that
Nixon resigned, thereby bringing to an end American television's longest—running and
wost boring soap opera,

I've decided 1 veed o secret identity, JFor au while ! gjpent 41l the cash I
got from Barry, bat it's surprigingly hord to get through mi average 500 a month
when you have to «ai2nid it all on disposables, like clothes and entertainuent, 1
nesn, if 1t was legit 1 could buy a flat or a big car, but . have to coneceal uy
waalth,

ingyav, the tencers have been piling up in my underwenr druwer, and tongght
I counted the govev and it c¢ame to £2, B30, [ don't know how long the bonanza will
1avt, It could dry up anv tine., But I can't keep this muelh woney around, lience
the secret identity, I'm going to open a bank account in inother name, Let's sce:
I think I'1l he ... “orman Selly,

Selly ean use rv tome address, and if anvbody asks he's & former tenant who
woved out, dJerewy left us in August, and ‘ete and Steve are looking for somevhere
cloger to town, so juite soon there'll he nro—-one to doult the story, I'll sicply
pick up Sellv's npail for redirecting to his new address, vhieh only I will know,

$o the onlyv problem i a reference for the bank, ho will he Norwun Selly's
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employer?
d
I could ast Rarry, but he's never piven me an adress and I'm sure he won't
want to, llaine doesn't know anything about my clandestine life, and I don't plan
to tell her vet, if ever, 1'd rather not involve innocent parties like Joe Yenkins
or Sonja,
1 know. Selly car be # freelance comercin) artist, snd sive his landlord as

a reference, His landlord, of course, is Tony i‘itman,

I think that's rather c¢lever,

I've pulled quite » pood stwoke in the offiec,

It all starte! with old Porbova, who has becone wy iwmplacable ecnemg, It was
his internal phone book I gave to Barry back in April, I took it out of his desk
one evening when he went home earlv, I had to tear out the firutﬁn:u, which had
written on it "J,C, P'orbovs, iz, 802A", lnywww, the old hoy noticed its ahsence
firat thing the next cewming, "where®s my internal phone book?" he snapped,

I ignored hin and Tom said: "Dunne,"

"I put it in nv deusk last night, I distincetly remewher,”

"Parhaps you dropped it in the waste-paper basket by ristake," I said
helpfully,

well, he spent mo«t of the day looking for it, tle enptied all his drawers,
Yooked in the filine cabinets, insiated on examining Tom's and ny directories to
nake gure they were ours, and found excuses to visit every other room on our floor
to gee if he could spot it, lie conldn't get another copy from Supplies because
the thing is out of ;irint - they're preparing a new edition, ide fussed about it
for davs, and h:ted having to borrew mine every time he needed s number, I told
him he was getting absenteminded in his old age, and of course that was the last
straw, ile accuned e of stealing the book just to infuriate bhim, and 1 think he
really believes it,

ile got his rev nge when I wag on holiday, by complaining to old Harwood that
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iy work was in auch a ness he couldn®'t look after it while I was away, Harwood

never mentioned it to me, but Tor did, After that I loxt any comnssion I might

have had for the arnll, weak 'mman being concealed inside the pedartie, self-important
Porboys packaging,

About a month before Christmas Harwood cslled we in ard gave me a special job,
Fuch department, he sraid, had to prepare a forecast of its manpover requirements
over the next five vears; and he wanted me to do ocur bit of the forecast, “ihat
extra staff will we need, and when?" was the way he put it, it I did was to show
that we needun fewer staff, not more, at least for the noext two vears, tHome of our

is
work/wng guite mecharical and .could hLe done by a part—time Lookkevpwr, The point is
that everyone knows it's Parboya's work which could be done by & hookkepper, by and
large,

If ¥ou're goine to do this kind of thing in the c¢ivil service vcu have to do
it carefully, Harwood was not a bit pleased with we for suggesting that his empire
could be reduced, ovever, 1 snw that coming and aent a copy of ny memo to the
departuent clhief, natkinson, who is ilarweod's hoss; thereby ensuring that “Yarwoed
could not either supreas nyv findings or pass them off as his own,

S0 now the obvious thing for them te do is to promote me or Tori, give the extra
work to [Porboys, und pive the vecant desk to a bookkeepsr,

I'% warginally senior to Towm, and it so happens thit 1'm due for a
promotion-review about now,

watkingon « oke to ne in the corridor today, "Thankvou for vour note, Mr
Pitman,” he said, referring to my copy memo, "Mout interesting, Well done,"

by next promotion takes me into a grade with a higher security rating - and

access to the black files,

O Januarv

At lunchtime I went into a husy vest bind branch of Barclay's Hank and epened am
current aceount in the rame of Norman Selly, I said I was a freelance cormmercial

artigt with an annunl incowe of £6,000, and I wuanted the bank account for my surplus
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oush,
"YNow, then, rir, hew about a reference? People generally give their employer,”
"Ah, but I'm self-employed, #ill my landlord do?"
"Certainly,"
"Anthony Pitman, civil nservant, 121 Cakgrove lload, Kerton, Harrow, Middlesex,”
For the specimen signature I wrote Selly's name in a beautiful copperplate

handwriting I haven't used since t'ie third form,

11 January
i S A s g amlibs

then Jerewy roved aut luat yvear, we had the choice of getting someone elae or paying
a little extra each for more gpace, 1 left the decision to ieote nnd Steve, and they
opted to pay wore, Ho welve been three for a While,

Pete and Steve roved out today, e rent this place furnished, but you wouldn't
think ao judging hv the avount of stuff they took with them, T[They hired a Transit
van and had to wake two trips, Thev've rented half a house in Clerkenwell,

And 1eft me on nv own, Since I hold the lease to this ;jlace, I have to pay
the full rent whether I have sub-tenants or not, As it happens, 1'% ir no hurry.

Theie waa clinos all day, then a very dead feelin; when thev finally left,
Elaine cawe in thia evening to keep we cormpany, bless her, I got some beer out of
the fridge, She asked re if I'd done anything about replacing fete and Steve,

"No.

hev onlv pave notice a week apo, and I haven't had tiwe, Their rent
is paid up for o ronth, anveay,"
"Lhat are vou going to do?" she said,
I wijped a trice of beer-froth off her lip with ny fioger., "VPut an sdvertisement

in the paper, I suppone,”

"I uaed the Larrow Ghserver," [Llaine is the leadeholder oi the other house,

and one of her sub-tenants, Margaret, moved out at the same time as Jeremy - in fact
they got warried,
That chain of thourht led we to say: "o you hear from Margaret?"

"She's having a haby,"




70

"Poor girl."
That was a umb thing to say,
0

Llaine roanded on me, "what do vou mean?" she Baid crasly,

I backpedalled, "I'm told 1t hurts,”

"She's happily warried, with a good home and enough money -~ {t's natural to
have ehildren,"

"Natural? I didn't think the modern woman believed that Nature placed that
obligation unon her,"

"flow would vou know?"

"I read Coswopolitang"

"There you arc, then,"

e~

the scened to think that was conclusive, and I wasn't looking for ways to
prolong the discussion, I said: "T'11 put an ad in the paper, then,"

"1 wondered if vou'd keep the place to vourself, or something,"

“ihat on earth makes vou think I could afford it?" (But it was that “or
something" I was puzzling over,)

"You geert to hiave monev enoungh lately,"

Rlondv observant, these wonen,
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cash, They asked for a reference, I said how about my landlord, they said fine,
80 I gave them the name mf and address of Anthony Pitman, civil servant, They
gave me a cheque book and a deposit book, both of which I brought home and burned,
I can get a cheque or a deposit slip at the counter any time, I shall also burn
the statements they send, I signed my name (or rather, Sellyfa) in a beantiful
copperplate handwriting I haven't used since the third form, I deposited £2,500
in cash,

I can't fthink of any way Norman Selly can now be tied in with Tony Pitman,

oW, w Reference letter arrives.
W W s k‘ Confirmation, cheque book & deposit slips.
' . Dep & burns
{
Ldivae o
mNn ¢/Xhuww
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cush, They usked for a reference, I sai«d how about wmy lundlord, they said fine,

s0 I gove them the vame ¥f and adlress of inthony Mtrun, civil servant, They

ghve me a cheque honk and a deposit hook, beth of which I hrought hone and hmrned,

I curn pet a chenue or a depodit slip at the counter any tiwe, 1 8hall also burn

the statenents thev gend, I 4gigned nmy nane (or rather, Sellv*s' in a beautiful

copperplate handwriting I haven't used since the third form, I dejpogited £2,500

in cash,
I can't $hink of

any wiay Norman Selly cav now he tied in with Tony [itwman,
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oush, They usked for a referenece, I said how about my landlord, they said fine,
80 I gave them the nuause s€ and alidress of Anthony l'itman, civil servant, They
gave ne & choeque honkk and o daposit hook, hoth of which 1 brought home and bwrnad,
I can get a cheque or a deposit slip at the counter any tiwe, 1 shall also burn
the statenents they send, I signed my name (or rather, Sellv®s  in a beaatilul
copperplate bandwriting I haven't used since the third form, i deposited £2,500
in caah,

I can't Shink of any way horsan dSelly can uow be tied in with Tony l'itman,






