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..... T11 .. Colonel Siaona performed hi• dutiea during the period covered by this report in
_an ab■olutely ■uperior aanner. Be ia the ■oat effective combat leader known to me.
Bia determination, drive and great aotivation were contagious among ■embers of the 
force he led. Be vu skillful and judicious in the selection of ■embers of the ground 
force. Be trained, equipped and aotivated undoubtedly the most effective combat unit 
of it• ■ize ever aaaembled. Be had compaaaion, understanding and consideration for 
bu aen, but demanded the utmoat of their abilities. The SON TAY ground operation 
vas executed flawle■sly and I attribute thi■ to Colonel Simons' ■kill as a leader. 
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i am in fuil agreemen� witn tne remarks of the rater. I personally 
recommended Colonel Simons to be the ground force commander of the 
Joint Contingency Task Group. I have had intimate knowle4.ge, over a 
long period of years, of his outstanding qualifications an� capabil­
ities as a combat leader. It was my opinion that no other officer, 
to my knowledge, could approach his capabilities for this demanding (con t) 
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9 Aug 70 - 18 Dec 70 
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as Prisoners of War from deep inside the ■overeign territory of NORTH 
VIETNAM under intense combat conditions. 

PART V d. (Cont'd) 

The conduct of this JCS directed Joint Contingency Training Group involved 
the planning, training, and conduct of counterinsurgency operations entirely. 

PART XI a. (Cont'd) 

It was an honor and a privilege to work with this officer on the SON TAY 
humanitarian Prisoner of War •earch and rescue effort • 

PART XI b.· (Cont'd) 

OR, Brig Gen, USAP 
Commander, JCTG (JCS) 

assignment. The proof of this judgment was substantiated 
by his magnificent performance during all phases of this 
operation which included the planning, personnel selection, 
training and finally the conduct of the operation. It 
should be noted that the rating of "absolutely superior" 
is considered above "outstandi " in the USAF rating scale. 

�CKBURN, Brig Gen, USA 
,_-;- OJCS/SACSA 




