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July 13, 1�122 

l<erv: 

As you kr.ow, ny involvement with tt:e escape did not include rr:uch of th0 tirr.0 

in Tehrar: or the overland escape, therefore my corr.mer.ts are rather lirritE:d. 

Straight forw2:rd errors of fact are ir.closed. Other then those, I found very 

little factu2lly wrong with the book. As we discussed on the phone T do feel 

that ''R2shid's'' real charscter needs to be buried a little more. I also rot 

the feeling, strickly subjecUve, tbat the dic1'!.ogue provided, sounded forced, 

too forn:al. That's a general comment, I realize. I also realize that there 

Hill be r:idditional drafts and editing before the work goP-s to press and that 

this problem sr::ould go a1.-:ay in that process. 

Thanks for the opportunity to review the draft. 

Sincerely, 



STRAIGHT FORFA.RI:: ERRORS CF FA.CT 

1. 'RASHID' was provided c1 visa for entry into the US in IstanbuJ. It WPS

done tr:e morning after we returned from Ankc::ra - while thE colonel wcis under 

c1rrest. Either Fat or Ross called the consulate and prevailed on the embassy 

official wr;o had visited us in the 2heraton. '' RJ\SID'' and I then went to tr.c 

Consulate. UnfortunatPly the mc:dn r;2te was clased because it w2s tr:e t·'.oslem 

Sabhc1th. Fortun2tely there i,,1as c; side gc�te. T/e got the Duty Officer up, 

expained that we wanted a temporary visa and mentioned the Embassy Official's 

nEime ( c,m • t remember it). The DO called hirr: 2nd ten minutes J ater \.Je had the 

visa 2nd were on our way back to tbe Sheraton. 

2. v!r10n we took off fro□ Istanbul '' RAS!HD'' rode in the cockpit. Thc,t' s wr·en

they hung the aircraft on it's nose on takeoff. 

? Although it makes a better story the way it's written I don't recall taking 

any ,')f tre handguns into either Turkey or Ir an. We lPft them with Merv when we 

went to P2ris. I was to tave flown from P2ris to Dallas, ground off the serial 

nu!T'bArs, and then broup:ht the pistols into Tebrar. when the colonel called for 

ther1. The call r.ever carse. Insteac Pat and I were ordered into Tehran and 

told to bring only the knives and the goose shot. I put the knives in my ge,�r 

and Pat carried the shot. Two days after we got there the colonel sent us to 

London to pick up the radios, a couple of sets of good maps and rr:ore cssh. WE� 

unable to re,turn to Iran by air, so we met Ralph in Istanbul where vie i-.'ere 

waking arr2ngements to go in overland when we (Pat and I) were recalled to the 

stat0s. 

�- I don't recall contacting any special forces types about checking outgoing 

h2e:rrag-e. I think �'1erv c21led DHJ and just asked ther1. 




