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THE NUMB 

This is a sophisticated drama aerie about white-collar 

crime. Its centr 1 ch racter is a young accountant with 
I 
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a growing re ion tor brilliant financial detective work . 

In each story problem is solved by intelligence rather 

than violence: there is little or no rough stuff. The 

accountant has a girl, a liber ted lady journalist, ho is 

involved in 11 the tor1es. They h&v an rrect1 te, 

wiaecr eking rel tion hip. 

The accountant is RICHARD LIDDEL. The only child ot a 

solicitor, he ent to minor public chool, took a law 

d gree, then qu llti d a chartered accountant. He 

rece ly left the old-established firm of Aldiss and Harri on 

to set up on his own~ and he is doing ve 11. 

Sup rtici lly he is a r ther respectable, conserv t1v 

young m n in a dark uit and short ircut. He is well- oken, 

good-looking in clean-cut y, and respectful to his elders: 

the kind of c p you'd like your d ught r to m rry. But his 

h rt isn't in thi accountant's imag • When he gets hom 

from th office he pl s The Str ngler on his hi-fi and hangs 

around in je and b r teet re ding Tolkien nd RD Lai 

He is mbitious, cynical about bus1ne smen, and 

intell ctually very tough. Behind that d k he can seem 

• 

po itively inhu n, computer which dige ts numbers and prints 

out conclusion , like 'em or not. But otf duty, usu lly when 

he is with the girl, we 

or frightened. 

y see him beL~ comp s ionate, foolish 
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He lives ith DENISE "NUTSY" NUTTALL., m1d-20s. She is 

bright, literate and exceptionally beautitul . Atter epi ode one 

she walk with a limp . Sh is hi ' ly liber ted in an attractive 

w y: braless and selt- utticient r th r than ted1ou or shrill 

She is a journalist on a w ekly new p per, ottic1 lly Women ' s 

1tor but - in typic l weekly-paper style - doing other jobs too . 

She has several leet Str et contact • 

We never s y wheth r Rich rd nd utsy are 1 rried. 

S nctitied or not, th 1r relationship is a tot 11 ccessf'ul 

modern marri ge. They are equ 1 partners ~ e ch ving the other 

strength, atf ction nd joy. Ho ver, their deep love is overl id 

by a continuous b ttle or wit, humourous verb 1 dogfight. 

They re both connois eurs ot the b rbed joke. Typically, she 

will be scathing bout his split per onality - •str 1ght' at 

th ottice nd trendy t home - and h will d 1 t h r radic 1 

teminism by re din aloud from h r c ltzy Women's Page. They 

cl sh like this over all sorts of thin 1 tro hether the atle 

are better than B ethoven to Is DH La rene a fink? But the 

di putes never go deep. 

ut y is much or 'cone rn-d' th n Rich rd. His obs aaion 

is with honesty nd legality, her ith justice nd truth . 

Sometimes she is hi con cience, kin him t ke ac ount ot the 

spi it as well as th lett r of the 1 w. 

Be 1s no crus der. It' ju t th t he is posse ed of an 

old- fashioned ind ot integrity hich ill not let him turn a 

blind eye. utsy 1 crusader, but her n tig tive in tincts 

are t trated t work by an incorrigibly exist editor. She has 

acces to wider r nge ot infor t1on ource th n Richard. and 

she is frequently e aential to his ork. 
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Nutsy ' s editor KEIL RILEY is an occ ional reluctant 

p rtner 1n their inve tigations . A likeable bigot in his 

tittle , Riley has little time for students, blacks, hippies, 

gyp 1 a, oeialiat or o n, but calls h elf liberal. 

He is big, dissolute, untidy, cuddly man: om n always want 

to t ke him in, press his trous rs, co b his hair nd make him 

go to bed rly. Hia journ li tic prineipl marin lly override 

hia politics - so that, while he ould not agree to an inve ti tion 

into local government corruption, neverth l 1 it presented 

with the evidence he would publish co e hat y. 

Richard's a ere ry is MRS 0 ~TO , divorcee in her 

forties . Sh is not b utitul but sh e n look quite g moro 

at time • Rich rd is 

like ost young men h 

sex lit • The boy 

Ric rd. 

lw ys urpris d to 1 rn ot her boyfriends : 

forgets th p ople over forty have a 

nds often have connection useful to 

The stories take Ric rd nd utsy into t ctories, r cording 

studios, tilm s ta, hion hous a, pr ti est End oftic , 

dusty City v ults, war hou es, b rdroo and nightclubs. His 

eli nts include di gruntled shar holder , insur nee compani s, 

oil heiks, co pany dir ctors, politic! d p at r • Th 

stories involve share deal , confidence tricks, s ctiona-busi ng, 

or nised crime, rms a lea, and cook d boo ot every description. 

Seri s set would b : 

(i) Richard and utsy's fl t. 

Victorian house in Central London. 

One very large roo ot 

Doors to h 11, kitchen and 

bedrooms. Rugs, tloor cushion , posters, plants, hi•ti with 

tloor- tanding sp aker , port ble TV on ah lt, lots of books 

and records. Tr ndy but lived-in. 
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(11) Richard ' ott1ee1 integral with an anteroom where 

Monkton sits. Very sober and respect ble, dark wood and 

helves ot grim t1nane1 1 tomes. Sherry in a cupboard, hunting 

print • On the 1r t oor ot a City building. 

{iii) t y' ottice in the newspaper building. Inn r 

on, eg Greenwich.Steel desk, filing cabinets, three 

telephones, typewriter, and the p perback edition ot The Female 

Eunuch lost b ne th a pile of recipes r crab-apple chutney. 
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E ode one : Shei 

An oil sheik Richard to 1nvest1g te a s 11 property 

eo p ny 1th vi w to 1nve tment. mong th comp ny's asset 

is a hady ' hostess' club. Richard t ke Nutsy there, and 

she decides to write t ture on ho t 88 s. 

R1e rd finds that the company is ing rem rkable protits 

nd suspect that cash is co n into it tro some secret 

out ide oper tion. utsy oe to ork 8 hostess in the club, 

and discov ra than money om the s le o econd-hand gtms is 

b 1ng 1 under d through th club. 

Po ing as buyer, Ric rd vi 1 th ar warehouse and 

checks out Nutsy's discovery. He then t lla the oil she 

buy. 

not to 

It turns out th t the sh k h s been u 1ng Richard. He 1 

interested in gun 1 not the prop rty company. Although angry at 

being man pul&t d, Ri rd rns the sh ik th t th guns are 

ob olete. 

The boss ot th property comp ny1 ep1 ce, expo es utsy 

as a spy. eh e h r, nd c u s h r to cr h her motorcycle . 

She is ·b dly 1njur d. In revenge, the sheik haa kep1ec 

murdered . 
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ut co e ho e tro hospital limping but undaunted. She 

introduc Richard to TO G LAXY, inger- itarist with n 

succ stul rock group . Previous! he w a with Pe nut Blanc ge, 

on •hit-wonder. Bo ver, th hit 

Tony h be n paid only £500. He ask 

r cord company' ro lty t t m nt. 

N ber One, and 

ichard to audit th 

The r cord co any i rolling in on y. Its president 

JU '1' PW ( r al nam Sidn y Perkins) 1 

surrounded by girl • He giv s ic rd 
' 

tl shy, foxy typ 

p gne lunch and 

none-too- ubtle hint that sy om n nd xp naive 

Rich& finds th t P an t Blanc ng have been paid tor 

all their record d a l • But utsy establishes th t th recorded 

ale aren't suffici t for a hit. Then Ric rd checks with 

the m nutac rer nd tind th t 100,000 copi w re pr d. 

Justin Funk pl in t t the r cord not a genuine hit: 

he hired people to go round th shops us d by th c rt co pilers 

and buy copies. So ere r the rem ining 95,000 discs? ' In 

our warehouse t C erwell- I'll take you there t orrow.• 

Ric rd ~o there tonight, nd c tch s Funk in th ct or etting 

ti to the place. Pe nut Bl nc. n e get paid at last. 

--
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An Oppo 1 tion • MICHAEL DUNKLEY; a k.a Richard to check 

out a comp y in which he h been asked to 1 est: Rapidex6 

succe atul export agency. However, he says# I shouldn't like 

tb to kn I've k d you to do this. 

p1dex are doing rather well, exporting agricultural 

chinery all over the world, growin ap c , paying good dividen a. 

t Dunkley wants to know what sort of eusto era have t got? 

With ut y ' help Richard gets some of the customers cbecke out . 

Su riee& they are all paperccomp nies, simply buying and selling, 

y of t owned b R pidex nd it directors. 

Inquiries at Lloyds and phone c lls to various Europe n 

port v l th t the ctors are re-sol several time and 

y undergo~ ever 1 change of designation on bills of 1 din , etc. 

Now it turn out that Rapidex have never heard of Michael 

Dunkley and nobody has ked him to invest in them. In fact he 

n't any money anyway. So what's his game - industrial 

e pionage? 

ot o, ay Dunkley. Look at the final destination ot 

thoae export : all end up 1n South rn Africa . pi x 

1 anct1ons-busting operation. To prove m:y rnotives are 

public•spi it d, I'll let Nutsy break the story. 

She doe • 

Then it turn out t t one of the director of Rapid x 1B 

a government MP. H is obliged to re 1gn1 and ley ge the 

last laugh. 
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English Met la Ltd is sellin suba1d1 ry~ Engineering, 

which es time- witches tor domestic appl c s. The buyer 

ka Rich rd to udit •s boo~ • R rd finds that NME 

incre d its profit l t ye r de pit 

du bles; but th whole of the profit 

one enrewd purcl se ot co ponent~. 

a r cession in con umer 

y be ccounted tor by 

utsy t lls 1c rd th t ID~E' cto is in h r circul tion 

ar , and six ont ago h lf the orkforce laid ott. The 

Man 1ng Director ot li h et 1 , one Hor ce Pl yt ir~ i 

a notorious asset-atripp r~ sh ay • 

Atter aom difficulty 1ch rd gets s1 t ot the invoice 

tor the compon nts d 1, nd finds th t in t ct NME bought 

finished products tro a similar co pany~ Hyams Precision~ and 

r ly packaged n old the s itches. 

to nies Hou rd c 1 on 

H gets no joy: th y r in on the iddl , ver 1 is. ck 

t gli h et ls 1 Richard is bout to p as the accounts when 

• 

utsy call to t t Hy Pr cision is o~ d by r ce Playt ir . 

Pl ir or n1 d th deal ith H to prop up NME's 

profits until it could be sold. Although h lo e money on the 

in Engli h Met ls~ and Richard deal, Playtair owns 

is abl to sho ·r that it 

the gain to En lish 

Pl ytair tor hi 1 

trom a b d inve tment. 

at 

r 

had be n sold profit-making concern 

shares 

• 

ould more t n compensate 

And Rie rd's client is sav d 
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lingerie aetory burn down. in ured or lo 

ot protit • ie rd is hir d by the in urance comp ny to 

verity the estimate of lo t pro£1ts made by the ing Di ctor~ 

MAURICE CAPLE. 

Richard goes through the n e ent account : y s. th y 

were making 

a t empty. 

profit . 

ihy? 

He goes through th order book: it ia 

tay surve 

This is a short-order bus1nes , sa s C ple . 

the 1 dies' underw ar r t and can't tind 

a 1ngle customer f'or Caple's products. His pric s have gone 

sk •high 1 tely, it seems, bile qu lity deteriorated. 

t went rong ith thi formerly healthy busine s? Richard 

c 11 on C ple one venin nd is introduced to one of' his 

b ck r , SI GER. Nutsy s Sin er 1 n xtort1on1st . 

Richard tell C ple his report 111 b ne tive. Caple 

down and cot a that Singer is taking protection money~ 

h nee the company's dif'ticulties: he lso suspects that Singer 

f'1r d th tactory wh n Caple's mon y r n out. But Caple will 

not ay any of' this in court. 

Capl sp k to Singer, and Singer e 11 at Richard' tl t 

and thre tens him. Hutsy and a detective emerge fro the k1tchn1 

and Singer is charg d with extortion. C pl begins to rebuild 

hi b inesa. 

--
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Richard is hir d by PETER ELD IDGE1 a mall (£50 1 000) 

har holder 1n tional r ight orw rding. Eldridge is an 

inten e, almost nic little ch p. He put 11 hi money into 

, but the share r falling. ys th company is being 

mismanaged# and he wants evidenc to pres nt t the next 

a reholders' A • 

Richard meets ith con idcrable hoati ty tro 

who kn Eldridge as notorious troubl er. 

the recent dr atic t 11 in r pric do m to ve b n 

ca ed by man g ment clumsines • The latest account pr ent 

an exaggeratedly b d picture, nd could h ve been dres ed up 

little. And ut y tin out th t couple ot hosti p e r ports 

act lly starte ith boardroo le s. 

Richard d1 cov rs that a s 11 company c lled County Inve tors 

h a b en buying r s. All its dir ctar r wo en. 

tor 

Richard visits major customer ot 

1v 1 tre1 t b 1n s • Sorr , th y 

ing s a al man 

e•v ju t done a 

de 1 ith WP. The d y rorec st a los ror th eo ng 

y r, and ehares t 11 ain. Richard and ut y c ll on a e ot 

the director of County Inve tors. Th y re 11 wiv s or the 

dir c rs or NFF. Ric rd tells Eldridge to hold on to his sh res 

nd keep mum. 

Sure enou t da later the n eontr ct with th jor 

c nnounced, profit is tor c t, and r go ri t up. 

County Inve r sell their hare nd 

thing was a ni ul tion by the direeto 

let Richard report th t1 dle to th t 

it will damage th r price ot • •• 

e killings the hole 

• ut Eldridge on ' t 

ge Co cil tor tear 


