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December 13, 1978

.Ambassador Robert Strauss
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bob:

Thisletter concerns the human rights of two American citizens in Tehran,

Iran, Paul J. Chiapparone and William D. Gaylord. Electronic Data Systems

is performing a major computcr contract for the government of Iran in the

Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. This computer systcem involves hecalth

care payments to doctors and hospitals and the social security system.

EDS, like other American contractors, is not being paid by the government.

Last wecek, ‘we met with Iranian officials and assured them that we would

remain in the country and continue working but stressed that we would have to

be paid on a current basis, and if we werc not, ye’could not continue working.
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Within twleve hours after this mectiﬁﬁk tﬁc/Trnnian military government con-

tacted the EDS office in Tehran, deputized a Persian cmployee, and ordecred

her to pick up the passports of four EDS engineers and to inform the engineers

that they would be arrested if they tried to lcave the country. This is

obviously an cffort to hold these Amcricans as hostages in the country to assure

that the computer systems are kept in operation, even though .the government

is not paying its bills.

Two of the four engincers had already left the country. The remaining two men,
Chiapparone and Gaylord, voluntarily surrenderecd their passports for safe-
keceping to the American Embassy.

EDS evacuated all dependents and all non-critical cmployces over the weekend.
Both Chiapparonc and Gaylord were scheduled to lecave the country during this
period, but werc told by the United States Embassy that if they attempted to
pick up their passports, the Cmbassy would have to notify the Iranian military
authoritics, who would arrcst Chiapparone and Cayvlord. The rcasons for
holding thecse two men are vague, at-best. The military authorities say they
wish to question them about corruption by some Trunian officials in the
Ministry of lHealth and Social Welfare. Extensive cfforts to find out who
wishes to question these two men, have failed to produce anyvone who wishes
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to question them, lending further credence that the rcason given is nothing
morc than an excuse for holding the men as hostages to perform computer services.

Through a number of senior Amcrican officials, well known to Iran, I have
personally guarantced that these men, plus any other emplovec of EDS that the
Iranians might want to intervicw would be made available, but that these men

should have their passports and privilege to leave the country restored
immcdiately. ' '

At this point, I have been unsuccessful in making arrangements through our
Embassy for thesc men to be able to leave the country in a safe, proper manner.
The Embassy has stated in writing to our State Department that these men could
not lcave the country becausce they do not have all the neccessary papers,-cven
if the Lmbassy rcturned their passports. This is incorrect. They do have

the nccessary papers. The only problem is that our Embassy has stated that

when it returns the passports, it will notify the Iranian military authorities,
who will then arrest the men.

These men are simply innocent pawns. - Our contract was approved by the Social
Security Board, the Ministry of Hcalth and Social Welfare, the Prime Minister,
the Plan and Budget Organization and the Shah of Iran. EDS has not bcen
involved in any improper activities. These two cngincers came into the’
country months after the contract was signed. No onc has alleged that ecither
‘EDS or these two men were in any way involved with improper activities. Their
human rights as American citizens continuc to he violated. I have bcen un-
successful in having their rights restored.

At present, thesc two men arce living withcut passports in a city in turmoil.
Our Iranian attorney, one of the most prominent lawyers in Iran, has cautioned
them that there is no due process under the military government. They can be
arrested and held indefinitely without cause. In the cvent that the govern-
ment should fall, and our Embassy is evacuated, thesc two men would be left.in
Iranian jails at the mercy of the new government. I am sure you would agrce
that this is an unplecasant prospect, and one that we cannot allow innocent
American citizens to be subjected to.

I request your assistance in secing that our Embassy rececives direction from
whatever authority nccessary to sce that these men are cscorted safely and
properly out of the: country. The safest approach would be to veturn their
passports and have them cvacuated on military flights.  There is the possibility
that if these. men are routed through the Tehran airvport, that they will be
arbitrarily picked up by the military authoritics.




in Iranian embassy in USA
Ambassador Robert Strauss or any neutral country
December 13, 1978
Page Three

g : . i i Crey
available for interviews or questioning in the future. It is important to

emphasize that the real issue is not the desire to question these two men,

but the desire to hold EDS employees against their will to assure the continued
operation of the computers, even though the Iranian government has defaulted

in payment of our contract. EDS continues to maintain engineers in Tehran to

perform these services during this critical period. Chiapparone's and Gaylord's
skills are not needed. :

Sincerely,
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Ross Perot

RP/sw





